Family and Friends email from October 3, 2009 

From: John Sparry
Date: 10/3/2009 8:05:11 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: h

Subject: Wagner Robert T, PFC

 

Hello Veterans and Friends and Family of the 505 RCT,

Please see the request below...

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <
Date: Thu, Sep 24, 2009 at 11:20 AM
Subject: Special Request
To: js


Several weeks ago I adopted a soldier who'se name is mentioned on the
Tablets of the Missing on the American War Cemetary in Margraten
(Holland). The following information is available: Wagner Robert T, PFC,
17055796, 505 PIR 82 Airborne Div, Wyoming, Died: 6 april 1945. Awards:
Bronze Star, Purple Heart. Do you have further information about him.
Please could you send this to me.

Mr. Georges Herijgers
Everstraat 7
3630 Maasmechelen (Belgium)

	 

From: emile lacroix

Date: 10/3/2009 3:33:16 PM

To: 505RCT Family & Friends

Subject: Salute to poor friend Bob.

 

Dear friends
Today, already just one year ago, we lost a very good friend. Bob Murphy.
As I had the great luck to meet him and be close friend of him, I take this opportunity to remember his souvenir and to tell that we will never forget him, his kindness and sincere friendship. 
Here attached is a good picture of him taken at my home in February 2008 after the 82nd Airborne Ardennes march. I chosed this picture as Bob is like we liked to see him, smiling and happy. But about one month after it was taken we got the bad news that he would have to fight his last battle which ended unfortunately on this fatal day of October 3rd, 2008.
To my friend Bob 
A big salute
Emile Lacroix and family
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Oct 4 (2 days ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/4/2009 1:50:43 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Salute to poor friend Bob.

 

I traveled over to Belgium with Bob on that trip and I remember it well.  I sent that photo to Bob's family after he passed away.  His daughter, Christina, told me they used that photo at his funeral.  That is exactly how I like to remember Bob - smiling and laughing.  It is hard to believe it has been a year.   Bob certainly made his mark on this world and will neverbe forgotton.

 

Ellen


	 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/3/2009 8:18:16 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: 

Subject: Fwd: HELP WITH VET I.D.

 

Can anyone identify man in the attached pictures? (read below)
Otis, he is a 2nd Battalion mortar man (but I don't know which company). 

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mike Lupo < 
Date: Sat, Oct 3, 2009 at 4:08 PM
Subject: Re: HELP WITH VET I.D.

- Show quoted text -
To: John Sparry < 


John-

               Thanx for the response! I have narrowed it down to 2nd Battalion 81MM mortars section of the 505. He was from Pennsylvania and 2 pics attached. The photo taken in cemetery at Nijmegen during Market-Garden, he is standing in the middle. The other photo of him was taken in Naples or Sicily. Any help greatly appreciated! Thanks again...

 
All the Way!

M. Lupo

--- On Sat, 10/3/09, John Sparry < > wrote:


From: John Sparry < 
Subject: Re: HELP WITH VET I.D.
To:, "Family and Friends of the 505 RCT" < >
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 6:55 PM 

Hello ML,

Please email the photo to us and we will do our best to identify. It may be a bit of a long shot, but we will definitely do our best. 

If you don't mind, we would love to see the other pictures as well.

Thank you,
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
On Fri, Sep 11, 2009 at 2:54 PM, <ANZ wrote:

 HELLO-I HAVE PICS OF SOME TROOPERS FROM A BATTALION OF THE 505TH MORTAR
SECTION TAKEN IN HOLLAND DURING MARKET-GARDEN. I AM TRYING TO GET THE I.D.
OF ONE OF THE VETS IN THE PHOTO. I CAN SEND EMAIL OF THE PHOTO. ADVISE,
THANX...
ML
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John Sparry

 to Family, Mike 


	
	show details 8:54 PM (0 minutes ago) [image: image15.png]



	


The trooper in the pictures has been narrowed down to the 2nd Battalion 81mm unit. If anyone can identify him, please let me know.

Thank you,
John Sparry
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
Date: Sun, Oct 4, 2009 at 5:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: HELP WITH VET I.D.

Re: Edward Whalen & Captain Wesley Harris
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jakeel.uk
	Hi, Dont know if you can help, I have letters from the war from the above sol...

	Aug 22 
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jake.uk

 to me 


	
	show details Aug 22 
	


Hi,

Dont know if you can help, I have letters from the war from the above
soldiers, I'm trying to find information on them and would like to return
letters to family, not too sure how to find information.

Thanks






	[image: image23.png]


Reply
	
	[image: image24.png]


Forward
	
	
	
	


 

[image: image25.png]


Reply
 

[image: image26.png]


|

[image: image27.png]



	[image: image28.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image29.png]


John Sparry
	Hello, Is anyone in contact with the families of Troopers Whalen and Harris? ...

	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John Sparry

 to Family, jakeella 


	
	show details Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
	


Hello,
Is anyone in contact with the families of Troopers Whalen and Harris? Please see below...
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
- Show quoted text -
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <ja
Date: Sat, Aug 22, 2009 at 5:36 AM
Subject: Re: Edward Whalen & Captain Wesley Harris
To: j


Hi,

Dont know if you can help, I have letters from the war from the above
soldiers, I'm trying to find information on them and would like to return
letters to family, not too sure how to find information.

Thanks
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
	John................. 307E Whalen Edward P O-1100823 22 L161 Metairie LA This...

	Oct 4 (2 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCTLoading...
	Oct 4 (2 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to me 


	
	show details Oct 4 (2 days ago) 
	


	 
 

John.................
 

307E  Whalen Edward P       O-1100823         22      L161               Metairie LA
This all the Harris' in the 505
80Assn        80AA              Harris Arty B 37611638    23        
16407          H                   Harris David A 14041538  S D=6-14-90 14 21       
19/44          D                    Harris Donald E 37705868  H D 9 21       
 456            A                    Harris Gillis R 20423651   KIA-H 18 20 ROH      
GLM            E                    Harris James R 20443393   KIA-S 10 20 ROH      
 456                                  Harris Joseph D O-1165403   KIA-I 17 20 ROH   (officer)   Name per Gerard Herbert
16407          G                   Harris Kenneth L 16111280  S KIA-CE 13 20 ROH      
80Assn        80AA-C          Harris Lyle W 36430402    23        
GLM             I                   Harris Oscar C 18075652  S KIA-A 15 20 ROH      
16407          A                   Harris William A 18129672  S D=1-23-84 5 21       
16558          3HHC            Harris William E 38662391  A  12        
16285          HHC 2HHC    Harris William J 0-1287346  S D 1 21  (officer)   
- Show quoted text -
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/3/2009 6:07:52 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: Edward Whalen & Captain Wesley Harris

 

Hello,
Is anyone in contact with the families of Troopers Whalen and Harris? Please see below...
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <
Date: Sat, Aug 22, 2009 at 5:36 AM
Subject: Re: Edward Whalen & Captain Wesley Harris
To: 


Hi,

Dont know if you can help, I have letters from the war from the above
soldiers, I'm trying to find information on them and would like to return
letters to family, not too sure how to find information.

Thanks
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John Sparry

 to jakeella 


	
	show details 9:04 PM (0 minutes ago) 
	


Hello,

We have had no response from anyone who personally knows the families. Below is some information that I hope will be helpful in your search. Please let us know if you have any luck finding the families.

Sincerely,


John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
	 

Frits:
Thanks for the pictures of the exhibition on the 65th. Anniversary of "Operation Market Garden".
Your effort in this event through www.rememberseptember1944.com helps keep alive the memory of the men
who fought and gave their lives for your country.
 

Jim
 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Frits Janssen

Date: 10/4/2009 3:45:34 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Exhibition Mook.

 

 

 

Attached are a few pictures of our exhibition at Mook for the 65th anniversary of Operation Market-Garden.
 

Most of the items you see are donations of WWII veterans.
 

Frits Janssen
www.rememberseptember1944.com
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bur.net

 to me 


	
	show details Aug 30 
	


In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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John Sparry
	Hi Joe, There were actually several regiments that made jumps into both Norma...

	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John SparryLoading...
	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John Sparry

 to burleysanford 


	
	show details Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
	


Hi Joe,

There were actually several regiments that made jumps into both Normandy and Holland - 505, 508 from the 82nd Airborne division. And from the 101st Airborne Division I think the 501, 502 and 506 made both jumps. I'll see if anyone in the 505 association knows about Steve who worked at Sylvania in Mountain View.

Sincerely,
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
- Show quoted text -
On Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM, < wrote:

In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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John Sparry
	This is a long shot, but does anyone know who the "Steve" described below mig...

	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John SparryLoading...
	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John Sparry

 to Family 


	
	show details Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
	


This is a long shot, but does anyone know who the "Steve" described below might be?

Thanks,
John Sparry
- Show quoted text -
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM
Subject: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 


In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford 
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Burley Joe Sanford
	John: Thanks for the response. I don't remember why but I thought he was in t...

	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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Burley Joe SanfordLoading...
	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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Burley Joe Sanford

 to me 


	
	show details Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
	


	John:

 
Thanks for the response.  I don't remember why but I thought he was in the 82nd Division so that is why I assumed he was in the 505th.  That is the only regiment of the 82nd that made both of those jumps.

 
He was an engineer at Sylvania Microwave Division in Mt. View from 1961 to 1965 or so.

He must have been in his early 40s . He was in his second marriage to a lady who also had children...I remember his joke that "her kids and my kids gang up on our kids"

 
I have searched the enlisted records for Bigham but no Steve...that may not have been his "first" name.

 
By the way....I live in San Antonio Texas now and for the last 26 years.

 
Thanks again for the follow up...I am a WWII history buff.

 
Best,

 
 
Joe
 
Burley J. Sanford

 


--- On Sat, 10/3/09, John Sparry < > wrote:


From: John Sparry < 
Subject: Re: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 5:31 PM

- Show quoted text -
Hi Joe,

There were actually several regiments that made jumps into both Normandy and Holland - 505, 508 from the 82nd Airborne division. And from the 101st Airborne Division I think the 501, 502 and 506 made both jumps. I'll see if anyone in the 505 association knows about Steve who worked at Sylvania in Mountain View.

Sincerely,
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
On Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM, < > wrote:

In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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John Sparry
	Hi Joe, Is Bigham his last name? Actually the 508 also jumped into Normandy a...

	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John SparryLoading...
	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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John Sparry

 to Burley 


	
	show details Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
	


Hi Joe,

Is Bigham his last name? 

Actually the 508 also jumped into Normandy and Holland, but you are right about the 507 and 504. Neither of those regiments made both jumps. 

I also love WWII history. ( wish I knew it better.) It was an amazing time. 

John
- Show quoted text -
On Sat, Oct 3, 2009 at 5:30 PM, Burley Joe Sanford < wrote:

	John:

 
Thanks for the response.  I don't remember why but I thought he was in the 82nd Division so that is why I assumed he was in the 505th.  That is the only regiment of the 82nd that made both of those jumps.

 
He was an engineer at Sylvania Microwave Division in Mt. View from 1961 to 1965 or so.

He must have been in his early 40s . He was in his second marriage to a lady who also had children...I remember his joke that "her kids and my kids gang up on our kids"

 
I have searched the enlisted records for Bigham but no Steve...that may not have been his "first" name.

 
By the way....I live in San Antonio Texas now and for the last 26 years.

 
Thanks again for the follow up...I am a WWII history buff.

 
Best,

 
 
Joe
 
Burley J. Sanford

 


--- On Sat, 10/3/09, John Sparry < > wrote:


From: John Sparry < 
Subject: Re: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 5:31 PM

Hi Joe,

There were actually several regiments that made jumps into both Normandy and Holland - 505, 508 from the 82nd Airborne division. And from the 101st Airborne Division I think the 501, 502 and 506 made both jumps. I'll see if anyone in the 505 association knows about Steve who worked at Sylvania in Mountain View.

Sincerely,
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
On Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM, < wrote:

In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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Burley Joe Sanford
	John: Yes! Bigham was his last name. Yeah....I remember as a kid I was always...

	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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Burley Joe SanfordLoading...
	Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
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Burley Joe Sanford

 to me 


	
	show details Oct 3 (3 days ago) 
	


	John:

 
Yes!    Bigham was his last name.

 
Yeah....I remember as a kid I was always alert to the news on the war. 
 
 I grew up in Stockton and we had an inland port and an Army airfield.  The town was always full of military. Our fairgrounds were turned into POW camps and the German prisoners were pn trucks headed to the fields to harvest and work. We yelled at them as we were walking to school. It was a time that you can't describe.

 
Thanks for your interest,

 

Joe
 


--- On Sat, 10/3/09, John Sparry < > wrote:


From: John Sparry < 
Subject: Re: Bigham, Steve 505th

To: "Burley Joe Sanford" < 
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 7:44 PM

- Show quoted text -
Hi Joe,

Is Bigham his last name? 

Actually the 508 also jumped into Normandy and Holland, but you are right about the 507 and 504. Neither of those regiments made both jumps. 

I also love WWII history. ( wish I knew it better.) It was an amazing time. 

John

On Sat, Oct 3, 2009 at 5:30 PM, Burley Joe Sanford < wrote:

John:

 
Thanks for the response.  I don't remember why but I thought he was in the 82nd Division so that is why I assumed he was in the 505th.  That is the only regiment of the 82nd that made both of those jumps.

 
He was an engineer at Sylvania Microwave Division in Mt. View from 1961 to 1965 or so.

He must have been in his early 40s . He was in his second marriage to a lady who also had children...I remember his joke that "her kids and my kids gang up on our kids"

 
I have searched the enlisted records for Bigham but no Steve...that may not have been his "first" name.

 
By the way....I live in San Antonio Texas now and for the last 26 years.

 
Thanks again for the follow up...I am a WWII history buff.

 
Best,

 
 
Joe
 
Burley J. Sanford

 


--- On Sat, 10/3/09, John Sparry < > wrote:


From: John Sparry < 
Subject: Re: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 5:31 PM

Hi Joe,

There were actually several regiments that made jumps into both Normandy and Holland - 505, 508 from the 82nd Airborne division. And from the 101st Airborne Division I think the 501, 502 and 506 made both jumps. I'll see if anyone in the 505 association knows about Steve who worked at Sylvania in Mountain View.

Sincerely,
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
On Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM, < > wrote:

In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Oct 4 (2 days ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/3/2009 6:32:54 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

 

This is a long shot, but does anyone know who the "Steve" described below might be?

Thanks,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM
Subject: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 


In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Oct 5 (2 days ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/5/2009 12:44:09 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: 

Subject: Re: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

 

Joe is incorrect when he states that the 505 was the only regiment to jump in Normandy and Holland.  The 507th (attached to the 82nd) jumped in Normandy and the 504th jumped into Holland.  The 508th (attached to the 82nd) made both jumps.  Also, the 501st, 502nd, and 506th of the 101st Airborne division made both of those jumps.  Without a last name, finding any info will be extremely difficult.

 

Ellen

 

 

 



From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership < 
Sent: Sunday, October 4, 2009 8:19:21 PM

- Show quoted text -

Subject: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

- Show quoted text -
 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/3/2009 6:32:54 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

 

This is a long shot, but does anyone know who the "Steve" described below might be?

Thanks,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM
Subject: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 


In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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Burley Joe Sanford

 to Ellen, me 


	
	show details Oct 5 (2 days ago) 
	


	Ellen:

 
Thanks for the info on Steve Bigham.  His last name is Bigham.  I have searched the enlistrmwnt records for the WWII period and found a number of Bigham listings however no Steve. My comment was meant to mean that maybe his first name was not Steve. I go by my middle name of Joe and my first name is Burley (example).

 
I meant the regiments of the 82nd that made both jumps. I will check out the 508th...I missed that they had made both jumps.Thanks for your help.

 
I would appreciate any further help towards finding a trail on Steve Bigham.

 
"Joe"

 
Burley J. Sanford

 
--- On Sun, 10/4/09, Ellen Peters < > wrote:


From: Ellen Peters <


Subject: Re: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

To: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < 
Cc: 
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2009, 11:44 PM

- Show quoted text -
Joe is incorrect when he states that the 505 was the only regiment to jump in Normandy and Holland.  The 507th (attached to the 82nd) jumped in Normandy and the 504th jumped into Holland.  The 508th (attached to the 82nd) made both jumps.  Also, the 501st, 502nd, and 506th of the 101st Airborne division made both of those jumps.  Without a last name, finding any info will be extremely difficult.

 

Ellen

 


 



From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership < 
Sent: Sunday, October 4, 2009 8:19:21 PM
Subject: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th
 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/3/2009 6:32:54 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

 

This is a long shot, but does anyone know who the "Steve" described below might be?

Thanks,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Sun, Aug 30, 2009 at 2:02 PM
Subject: Bigham, Steve 505th
To: 


In the early  1960s I worked with Steve at Sylvania in MountainView
California. He told me a lot of stories about his time in WWII.

Steve jumped in Normandy (D-Day) and into Holland. From that I am assuming
he was oin the 505th since they are the only ones that made both those
jumps.

Does anyone know anything about Steve. He died in the San Jose California
area around 1965 at an early age of a heart attack.

I have been unable to find him in any of the 82nd history.

I would appreciate any information.

Thanks,

Joe

Burley J. Sanford
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to burleysanford 


	
	show details 6:15 AM (15 hours ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCT <

	to
	[image: image147.png]


Family & Friends 505RCT Membership <

	cc
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	date
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Tue, Oct 6, 2009 at 6:15 AM

	subject
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Re: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th
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charter.net

	

	
	hide details 6:15 AM (15 hours ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: ROBERT GILLETTE

Date: 10/6/2009 1:01:24 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

 

To all:
 

Steve Biggam was indeed in the 505.  While I do not have him in my roster (some others have also escaped) I do have a record of him attending a class with me in London, December 1943.  He was in one of the Battalion S-2 Sections of 505.  I am not certain, but I believe it was the third Bn, which would place him in 3rd Bn HQ Co. I don't know any 3rd Bn HQ men still living, but perhaps someone else does.
 

I seem to vaguely remember him in Holland, but that's all I know.    Bob Gillette
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Monday, October 05, 2009 3:43 AM

Subject: Re: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/5/2009 12:44:09 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: burleysan

Subject: Re: Fwd: Bigham, Steve 505th



 
From: Katie Troccoli, Washington Sq

Date: 10/10/2009 11:57:46 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: Order of William Award

 

	Thought the group might be interested in this information.  Whis I could be there.  Are any of our members in Minn.?

Katie Dumke Troccoli, Broker
Washington Square Realtors
 
www.WashingtonSquareRealtors.com
 

--- On Sat, 10/10/09, wrote:


From: < 
Subject: Fwd: Order of William Award
To: 
Date: Saturday, October 10, 2009, 9:17 PM

Katie thought you might be interested in this---long way to drive though.......

 Steve Anderson



From: ANDY2465

Sent: 10/9/2009 11:57:38 A.M. Pacific Daylight Time
Subj: Order of William Award

 

Gentlemen,

 

On Friday October 16 at 1100 hours seven WW2 men will receive the Order of William award from the Consul General of the Netherlands.  The Ceremony will take place at the MN. State Capitol Rotunda Building 

Guests include  Lt. Governor Carol Molnow and The Consul General of the Netherlands.

 

The following vets are scheduled to receive the award.

 

Henry Langevin

456 FA 82nd A/B

 

Lyle Sande

325 Glider Inf 82nd A/B

 

David Oldemeir

Svc. Co. 508 PIR 82nd A/B

 

Albert Larson

B Co. 505 PIR 82nd A/B

 

Harold Roy

3rd BTN 508 PIR 82nd A/B

 

Northam Stolp

B Co. 505 PIR 82nd A/B

 

Emment Yanez

B Co. 504 PIR 82nd A/B

 

Due to illness a couple men will not be able to attend provisions will be made to make the award  in person on a different date.

 

MWAAA will provide a Color Guard for the event (WW2 Uniform).   All friends and relatives of the inductees as well as the public and MWAAA members are welcome to attend.    Please attend and thank these men for their extraordinary service.

 

Steve Anderson


	From: Zanetta J Classens

Date: 10/18/2009 10:45:19 AM

To: ff5

Subject: 82nd airborne

 

Dear Sir or Madame

I have been attempting to research my fathers was record.

His records were destroyed in a fire in 1973. I recently found some

old photos and a parachute which he and his buddies signed after a

successful jump.

I have included some photos.

His name is Edward Bisso

He passes some years ago.

Any help or information would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, Zanetta Bisso Classens

Zanetta Bisso Classens
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Subject: James J. Summa
 

This info is all I have on James Summa........
Someone in D Co. may know more.
 

GLM............ D Company       Summa, James J ASN# 33465815   KIA-Holland   Roll of Honor
 

[image: image159]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/18/2009 7:23:44 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: James J. Summa

 

Does anyone have information regarding James Summa?

Thank you,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <
Date: Sun, Oct 18, 2009 at 12:42 PM
Subject: Uncle
To: 


Just located my uncle in KIA September 20, 1944.  His name was James J.
Summa and was assigned to the 505 PIR Co. D.  I am looking for any further
information i can receive.

Subject: Duke Boswell Article-Grand Marshal of Vets Day Parade
 

And we are proud of you Duke............JB
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 10/18/2009 12:29:14 PM


Subject: Duke Boswell Article-Grand Marshal of Vets Day Parade

 

Duke is looking good in today's local newspaper article (Colorado Springs Gazette) introducing him as the Grand Marshal of the Veteran's Day parade on Nov 7th.  He retired as a Major (not as a Lieutenant).  Enjoy!

www.gazette.com/news/four-63979-parade-joined.html
Barry O'Shea

	 

From: pierre toubon

Date: 10/23/2009 3:00:54 PM

To: 

Subject: 505 memorial

 



Non, 200 photos ne passent pas par e-mails ! A moins d'utiliser Windows Live… 
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to pierre 


	
	show details Oct 23 [image: image171.png]



	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: pierre toubon

Date: 10/23/2009 2:53:55 PM

To: Jamie  bos9  505 collectif  Don Mc

Subject: 505 memorial

 

Dear American friends,

now I 've finished the memorial,the day of the inauguration was wonderful,and
a soldier's family came from Washington.
I send you a few pictures.
thank you so much for your help

Pierre



Windows 7 : Trouvez le PC qui vous convient. En savoir plus. 
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	From: D. MURPHY

Date: 10/31/2009 8:31:45 PM

Subject: Bob Murphy DAY Proclamation City of Boston

 

THIS IS FOR ALL WHO HAVE KNOWN BOB MURPHY OF BOSTON AND CAPE COD,
...HE WOULD BE HONORED HE WAS GIVEN SUCH AN  AWARD BY THE CITY THAT GAVE HIM HIS PRECIOUS LIVELIHOOD. THE CITY CHANGED HIS PROFESSIONAL  LIFE FOR THE BETTER, AQUIRING THE BACKING TO FEED HIS DRIVE TO " NEVER FORGET HIS COMRADES AT ARMS OR THE FALLEN LEFT BEHIND IN THE WAR.",THAT AT ANY GIVEN MOMENT HE WOULD RISE UP AND HELP MANY PEOPLE ALONG THE WAY,WITHOUT  REGARD FOR ANY AWARDS OR TITLES..ADDITIONALLY, HE WAS ALWAYS MOVED AND SURPRISED BY AWARDS OR MEDALS ,CERTIFICATES THAT HE WAS HONORED TO HAVE RECIEVED..AND NEVER ,NOT ONCE, DID HE CONSIDER HIMSELF A HERO,..HE TOLD ME HIS HEROES SACRIFICED THEMSELVES FOR HIM AND WERE IN THE VETERAN HOSPITALS AROUND EUROPE AND THE U.S....AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY!!!
 DION MURPHY
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Nov 5, 2009

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Subject: Don McKeage

 

Family & Friends.................  Just a note to let you know that Don McKeage, past 505 RCT President and PANTHER Editor is in the hospital. I had a note from Jennie, his wife who said.............
 " Just got home from hospital at 9. Don had his surgery they had to take the finger off to middle  joint. He didn't have surgery until 5:00 this afternoon and they brought him back at 7 he didn't stay in recovery room as he was really out of it.Dr told him this morning he had to take it off or it would go down to his knees and they would have to take them off. We had talked about it before and he said it would be better to lose the finger if he had to so he was prepared for that because of way it looked. The orthopedic Dr. was Airborne so they get along fine,he did his knee before and my shoulders so we have a lot trust in him. He said he has a lot of gout and arthritis. The bone was eaten away but it never hurt him because his hands have no feeling. They had a nurse to stay with him when we left she said go home and get a good night rest  said said there would be another one to take her place at 2 until morning, they have a plastic on underneath the bandage and didn't want him to hit his head. He still wasn't out of anasetic when we left but he was in good care. Dr. said last thing he said before they put him out was Airborne."
 

We all wish Don a speedy recovery from his surgery. Our thoughts and prayers are with Don & Jennie.
[image: image178]
AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY 

 
Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT
From: emile lacroix
Date: 11/7/2009 2:22:36 PM

To: 505RCT Family & Friends

Subject: 82nd Airborne yearly Ardennes march

 

The organization of our yearly winter historical march "In the footsteps of the 82nd Airborne Division" in the Belgian Ardennes is now started and on good way for this 65th anniversary edition. Yesterday we made the complete reconnaissance of the itinerary with a friend of mine "Serge Loslever" and today we had a great reunion with the staff. This next march Sheduled for February 20, 2010 will start from the La Gleize Museum and follow the steps of the 504PIR throught Brume mount, Rahier and the battlefield of Cheneux regarded by most historians as the blodiest battle in the Bulge. 
A few veterans will again be attending the event.
Emile Lacroix
	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 11/10/2009 12:56:54 AM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: MAJ Duke Boswell update-prayers needed

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Duke and his family in this time of need. We are all pulling for you Duke.
 ﻿ [image: image179]
  

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: barryoshe

Date: 11/10/2009 12:50:16 AM

To: Friends/Family 505 RCT

Cc: Jamie Boswell;  Ralph Boswell;  Father Steve Jeselnik;  Katie Troccoli;  Ellen Peters;  Ann Morvan;  Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy;  John Norton;  Jean-Marie Lemoigne;  Henri-Jean Renaud;  Emile Lacroix;  Dale Knight;  Karla Bishop;  Patrick Elie

Subject: MAJ Duke Boswell update-prayers needed

 

FF 505 RCT-

 

I got a call from Duke's son Jamie today, informing me that he is in critical condition at a local hospital.  More info to come if I hear anything, but please keep Duke and his family in your thoughts and prayers.

 

MAJ Duke Boswell completed his mission on Saturday as the Grand Marshall of the Colorado Springs Veteran's Day Parade.  Some photos are attached of Duke in the parade on a convertible, plus standing with MG Perkins (CO of 4th ID at Ft Carson) before the parade and sitting in the review stands with his 3 greatgrandchildren.

 

Barry O'Shea

Colorado Springs,CO

Friend of Duke
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 11/11/2009 11:33:33 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Duke Boswell-good news on Vets Day!

 

GREAT NEWS>>>>>>>>

[image: image185]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: barryosh

Date: 11/11/2009 7:37:35 PM

To: Friends/Family 505 RCT

Cc: 

Subject: Duke Boswell-good news on Vets Day!

 

Friends and Family 505 RCT:

 

I got a call this morning from Duke's son Jamie with good news.  Duke was stable and being released from ICU to a private room.  I stopped by the hospital at 3pm and there he was sitting up in an easy chair watching TV.  He said he was "READY" to go home soon.  He is alert and looking forward to a quick recovery.  He even talked about "FRANCE in 2010" which is how he signed my Veterans Day parade program on Saturday when he was the Grand Marshall.  So I can definately confirm his memory is very sharp.

 

When I got home to write this note, I opened the email attached below from Jean Marie Lemoigne in Ste Mere Eglise, Normandy, France.  To know that he, his wife and their 2 small children prayed for Duke and lit a candle at the famous church on the downtown square in SME is very powerful.  For those that don't know, Duke and I stayed in their home in SME last June when we could not find any other accomodations.  In fact Jean Marie and his wife gave Duke their own bedroom, while they slept outside in a camper in the front yard.  This truly symbolizes why Duke is so happy to have helped liberate SME and Normandy 65yrs ago and continues to talk about wanting to go back.  It is no coincidence that Duke's condition improved this AM when they sent the email.  Enjoy the photos!

 

Duke's family thanks you for your thoughts and prayers from all over the world-it worked so keep it up.  HAPPY VETERANS DAY!

 

Duke's info:

 

Penrose St Francis Hospital

 

 (Home Address)

Colo Springs, CO

 

Barry O'Shea

Friend of Duke

 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "Jean-Marie Lemoigne" < 
To: "Washington Sqr Realtors troccoli" < 
Cc: "ellen peters" < 
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2009 10:23:16 AM GMT -07:00 US/Canada Mountain
Subject: Mission accomplished

	Dear Katie.

 

Today Thomas and Flavie went to the church of SME and they lighted candles for Duke.

 

God bless him.

 

the little family from SME.


	-------Original Message-------
From: Barbara

Date: 11/11/2009 8:11:11 AM

To: ff505r

Subject: today

 

A heart felt thank you to all Family and Friends veterans for your service. Happy Veteran's Day!

Barbara
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Nov 12 (10 days ago) [image: image194.png]



	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Anton van Ensbergen

Date: 11/12/2009 5:05:12 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: today

 

Thanks to you, veterans and active serviceman and woman.
 

Although the Dutch had to harbor over 1 million refugees (our population was I guess 4 or 5 million), mainly from Belgium, and our army had to be mobilized for the WW1 period, the date has no historical anchor in our country. The Netherlands was neutral in WWI so this date has in general no meaning in our country in combination with remembering veterans. 
 

Our veterans day always was the 5th of May when the Germans signed their surrender to the Dutch in Hotel De Wereld (Hotel The World) in Wageningen, just a few days before VE day. So that is Victory Netherlands day, so to speak. Each year, for 64 years now the festivities and parade where on the square where the hotel is situated. The hotel places the original furniture in the room where the signing took place and outside our Prince of Orange would be present for the parade of WW2 veterans and new veterans. However government has decided to appoint another date, which has no historical reference at all, but is more convenient because it is pushed to the summertime.
 

However November 11 has also a Roman Catholic meaning, for they celebrate Saint Maarten. Children will go door to door, singing Saint Maarten songs, dress up and carrying paper lanterns (We used to have candles in them, but I saw they use LED light now. I always thought it was fun when another's paper lantern burned) and asking for candy. As you perhaps know the festivity known here as Carnaval (Eng. Carnival, not the playground with the merry go round but more like mardy grass) is a 3 days Roman Catholic fest where people dress up funny and drink, eat, dance etc.. prior to the fasting period.  Also on November 11 is the start of the period leading up to the Carnaval. Carnaval societies will come together, a new prince Carnaval will be elected, they will start designing their floats for the Carnaval parade's in February and drink bear. So November 11th is also known here as the day of fools.
 

Oh and because the Spaniards, who spread Roman Catholicism thru Europe by force, only occupied the south of our country (come to think of it,they didn't get to go to Arnhem either, like the Allies didn't in WW2, but then there where no bridges in those days), the mentioned festivities are mainly south of the rivers that cut our country in 2 halves.
 

But Rieneke and myself, as well as all others over here aware of the cost of freedom, the sacrifices made for it and the risks that are still taken to preserve it, remember and commemorate the airborne and all who took part every day. Thank you for your service.
 

With great gratitude from overseas,
 

Anton
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership


	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 11/13/2009 5:07:34 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Cc: Dominic Biello

Subject: Veteran HELP

 

Here is a chance to brighten on old troopers day. Drop Louis a card. I am sure he would love to hear from you.
[image: image195]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Dominic Biello

Date: 11/13/2009 3:31:40 PM

To: ff5

Subject: Veteran HELP

 

This is a message to the 82nd Airborne, I have a good friend his name is Louis Maltempo, he lives in East Hartford Ct. 06118 at the present time he is in a nursing home the name is Manchester Manor in Manchester Ct. 06040 We call him Mal he is 92 years and from what he tells us he has fought in five major battles. Mal is not doing well these days and I was hoping that someone can brighten up his days from the 82nd.
                 Thank You
                                Joe Sparveri  
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Nov 13 (8 days ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From:
Date: 11/13/2009 8:49:24 PM

To: 

Subject: Re: Veteran HELP

 

What a grand idea!  I wish my Dad were still alive to contact Louis.  My card will be in the mail tomorrow!  Perhaps this organization could do this on a regular basis whenever someone is ill ... it is the least we can do to honor them!

 

Thank you very much,

 

Nancy (Hahnen) McCormick

Daughter of Billy G. Hahnen, 505 Co. G
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Nov 18 (3 days ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy

Date: 11/18/2009 2:22:39 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: RE: Veterans Day

 

Clancy and I went to Washington, DC to commemorate Veterans' Day with the 82nd Airborne Assoc. at Arlington Cemetery and in DC.  It was a special, very moving experience. The Honor Guard from the 82nd was there with a fine bugler at every monument with us.  It was raining quite hard on November 11th, but this didn't stop anyone.  We visited the WWII monument and those for Korea and Vietnam, walking and sitting in the rain.  It seemed just the right atmosphere for visiting those impressive memorials.

 

Barbara

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [

Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2009 4:27 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Veterans Day

 

From: rj

Date: 11/11/2009 1:34:51 PM

To: ff50

Subject: Veterans Day

 

 

On behalf of all the Family and Friends of the 505RCT Assn, let me say 'Thank You" to all the veterans who served with honor in a unit of remarkable distinction. I know I speak for all those who are the benefit of your legacy that it has been and will always be a privilege to be associated with the greatest of the Greatest Generation.

Bob Burns, Pres

FF505RCT ASSN

 

 

 

﻿ ﻿

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT




From: John Sparry
Date: 11/21/2009 4:30:26 PM

To: 

Subject: Re: Sicily Pathfinder - Frank J. Zeigel

 

Hi there,

Actually there were no pathfinders in the Sicily jump. But the troops were so badly scattered that it inspired their creation. The first use of pathfinders was onto the Salerno, Italy beachhead several months later. I'll forward your message on to our associations to see if anyone has information about Mr. Zeigel.

John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
On Thu, Nov 19, 2009 at 2:38 PM, < > wrote:

----------

i am a WW2 collector and have acquired several uniform pieces and other
items that belonged to Frank J. Zeigel, Headquarters Co., 505th PIR, 82nd.
A/B.
His tunic has a pathfinders patch on the sleeve and i have read that this
unit supplied the pathfinders for their Sicily jump.

Do you have any more information on him or this operation?

I believe he lives or lived in the Pacific Northwest.

There is no rank on the tunic, but it has an Orange unit citation award
around the right shoulder.

	John.......... This is all I have on Wesley Hubbard.  & Roy Miller,

 

Jim
 

GO#16558     H-Company    Hubbard, Wesley  ASN#35790784        CIB- Ardennes    Died=2-25-48
 

 

GO#16558     H-Co.  Miller Roy E     ASN#33575000       CIB- Ardennes    Died=1990 Altoona PA 

- Show quoted text -
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 11/21/2009 3:53:54 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: lawrenc

Subject: Wesley Hubbard of H Co

 

see below...

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <lawren
Date: Wed, Nov 11, 2009 at 6:49 PM
Subject: looking for information
To: j


Hello. I am looking for information about my uncle who served in H Co
505th PIR I know he made 4 jumps and was wounded. His name is Wesley
Hubbard he was friends with Roy Miller. Any help in learning anything
about him would be a great help he died shortly after the war and I trying
to learn more about him and record this he died with no wife or children.
thank you
Lawrence Hubbard
SSG US Army 1982-2006
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
	Lawrence, Not that I know of off hand. Someone in H Company might remember hi...

	Nov 22 (9 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCTLoading...
	Nov 22 (9 days ago) 


[image: image216.png]



	[image: image217.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image218.png]



Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to lawrencehubbard, me 


	
	show details Nov 22 (9 days ago) 
	


	Lawrence,
Not that I know of off hand. Someone in H Company might remember him but there are not many of them left. These men are in their
late 80's and 90's . I will ask some of my veteran friends in case they might know.
[image: image219]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

-------Original Message-------
 

From: lawrence

Date: 11/22/2009 11:26:12 AM

To: ff505

Subject: Re: Wesley Hubbard of H Co

 

thank you for your help. Is there a list of which section or platoon Wesley might have been in.

thanks for your help

Lawrence Hubbard


From: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy
Date: 11/25/2009 9:25:52 AM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: Thanksgiving

 

Dear Jim,

 

To you and to all my 505 family and friends I send wishes for a Thanksgiving

filled with plenty of good food enjoyed in the company of a loving family

and friends.  I send thanks and prayers for the safety of our young men and

women serving their country overseas, unable to be with their families this

Thanksgiving.

 

Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy

	From: hjyv.renaud

Date: 12/9/2009 2:27:24 PM

To: "Undisclosed-Recipient:,"

Subject: 2010 +

 

Every year since 4 years we do a 12 miles walk for Peace 
with our Sainte Mere eglise Parish.
We are about 700 walkers to do it.
 

This year it's also my own wish for 2010.
PEACE for you, your family, your friends 
and all over in the world.
 

henri jean & yvette Renaud
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Jim Blankenship

 to Family 


	
	show details Dec 9 (11 days ago) 
	


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 12/9/2009 3:15:00 PM

To: jim

Subject: Re: 2010 +

 

And, Peace to you and your entire group of walkers.  My Father (Billy G. Hahnen - deceased) was one of those brave young men who jumped into Ste. Mere Eglise with the 82nd Airborne.  He and his "brothers" helped bring peace to Europe.  Let's pray that our generation can somehow help bring peace to the world this blessed Christmas season.

 

Thank you for remembering all of those brave souls!

 

Nancy (Hahnen) McCormick


	From: barryoshea

Date: 12/16/2009 1:46:27 AM

To: Friends/Family 505 RCT

Subject: Joy to the World-65th Ann. of DDay in SME

 

Dear Family & Friends of the 505th Regimental Combat Team/82nd Airborne Div:

 

 

Joy in 2009:

 

1-It's being asked to escort an 85year old WW II veteran of the 505 RCT (Duke Boswell-4 combat jumps) to Sainte Mere Eglise, Normandy, France for the 65th Anniversary of DDay just 2 weeks prior to the big events

2-It's learning there are no hotel rooms within 100 miles of SME, but Ellen Peters sends an email to Jean-Marie Lemoigne who lives in SME   immediately offers to open up his own bedroom for Duke while he & his wife sleep outside in the frontyard in a camper/trailer borrowed from a friend.

3-It's getting 4 seats last minute at the Omaha Beach Cemetery for the speech by Presidents Obama & Sarkozy with Duke seated on stage

4-It's applying and getting really last minute approval for the French Legion of Honor Medal for Duke to be presented at the Airborne Museum in SME

5-It's having dinner at the John Steele Hotel in SME with FF 505 and watching Duke make a toast to his 505 comrades who were not able to attend

6-It's taking Duke and his son to the Airborne Museum in SME for a video interview and then watching them find Duke's personal collection on display

7-It's going to Timmes Orchard near La Fiere bridge to watch the Liberty Jump Team do a night jump at Midnight of June 6- 65 yrs later to the hour

8-It's going to the Hotel de Ville and seeing Duke and the other WW II veterans receive crayon drawings of thanks from the local French children

9-It's seeing Duke interviewed by Armed Forces Network TV at lunch and then finding out they broadcast it on the AFN Europe news that night

10-It's going out to La Fiere to see active duty paratroopers reenact the DDay jump for thousands of French and European fans of the Airborne

11-It's seeing the big smile on Duke's face as he pounded the jump wings into the chest of a 82nd ABN paratrooper who just had his 100th jump and hearing the yells and screams of all the Airborne troops assembled in formation at the statue of Iron Mike at La Fiere Bridge.

12-It's watching Duke lead the 600 Airborne troops marching for 1/2 mile into the SME town square through the streets lined with French citizens screaming / clapping with praise and thanks (later finding out that the airborne troops in the front of the march formation were crying tears of joy)

13-It's watching Duke donate his US flag (that flew over the US Capitol on the 50th Ann of DDay) to the President of the Airborne Museum in SME

14-It's finding the grave of Madame Simone & Mayor Alexandre Renaud, watching Duke lay a wreath and saluting the grave for Airborne veterans

15-It's celebrating an incredible 4 days with a final dinner inside the Eifel Tower Restaurant with Duke, his son Jamie, Father Steve and Ellen Peters

16-It's seeing Duke receive a loud clapping ovation from all the passengers on the Continental plane ride home from Paris to Houston after the captain announced Duke's visit to Normandy on the intercom and then having photos taken with the flight crew-there was plenty of champagne for us!

 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to those WW II airborne veterans who have fallen in the last 65 years, and those who are still with us but were unable to attend.  We also want to remember those brave members of our current armed forces who are deployed overseas during the holidays-may they come home safe and soon to their loved ones.  Merry Christmas, Happy Hannakah and a Happy New Year to all our friends around the world.  

 

 

Photo #111 (Duke with Jean-Marie's kids at the Legion of Honor Medal ceremony-note the 2 crickets in their hands)

Photo #140 (Duke on SME square with son Jamie, COL Steve Jeselnik and me)

Photo #147 (Duke with Jean-Marie, Catherine and their kids at the SME Market Hall dinner-they were the ultimate French hosts)

Photo # 224 (Duke with Airborne troops after pinning on blood wings at Iron Mike statue near La Fiere bridge)

Photo # 830 (Duke following the US Flag and leading the troops marching into the SME town square-photo by David Wills)

 

Barry O'Shea (former CPT, US Army)

Colorado Springs, CO, USA

friend of Duke 
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 1/19/2010 9:15:46 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Cc: Otis Sampson - 505th Prcht Inf

Subject: Happy Birthday, Otis

 

We all join Ellen in wishing Otis a Happy 99th. Birthday from all of us at Family & Friends 505 RCT
[image: image229]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/19/2010 9:39:58 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Happy Birthday, Otis

 

Please join me in wishing Otis Sampson a very happy birthday.  Otis is 99 years young today and still going strong.  He is looking forward to the next 505th reunion at Ft. Bragg.

 

Ellen Peters

Subject: Stars & Stripes article on the March 0f the 82nd
 

﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

March in eastern Belgium to salute historic Battle of the Bulge 

By Kevin Dougherty Stars and Stripes
European edition, Monday, January 18, 2010



Photo courtesy of Emile Lacroix

U.S. Army soldiers with the 2nd Stryker Regiment in Vilseck, Germany, participate in last year’s march commemorating the 82nd Airborne Division’s role in the Battle of the Bulge during World War II. 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The Ardennes Forest in eastern Belgium can be a cold, damp place in February.

But for more than two decades, servicemembers, World War II re-enactors and regular folks have endured the elements once a year to commemorate the 82nd Airborne Division and its role in the Battle of the Bulge during the winter of 1944-45.

Similar to the march in Bastogne each December that honors the 101st Airborne Division, this hike doesn’t draw anywhere near the attention.

Still, for the past few years upwards of 1,000 people, mostly Belgians and Americans, head for the southern tip of Liège province, near towns such as Malmédy, Stavelot and Trois-Ponts.

"It’s a great way to get our guys out doing something that is physically challenging and historically significant to our Army," said Army Lt. Col. Bryan Denny, commander of the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment in Vilseck, Germany. "It puts a different perspective on the fight."

Perspective is what this annual commemoration is all about. This year’s route once again tackles some of the roads and trails traversed by 82nd Airborne units during the legendary World War II battle, the largest in Army history. The particular focus is on the area where 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment fought.

The march is scheduled for Feb. 20, starting at the village of La Gleize north of Trois-Ponts. The 14-mile trek starts at 9 a.m., taking participants through the villages of Brume, Rahier, Cheneux and La Vaux Renard before looping back to the start. The first section overlaps part of the escape route taken by hundreds German SS troops, said Emile Lacroix, the event founder.

The 6-euro entry fee covers logistical support, such as medical services, as well as a souvenir certificate, lunch and hot wine at the finish line. The walk typically takes about five hours.

At least a few World War II veterans are planning to attend this year’s event, according to Lacroix.

Denny also plans to be on hand. He brought 15 soldiers with him last year and some of them want to return before the regiment leaves this summer for a yearlong deployment to Afghanistan.

"There is no shortage of guys who want to go," Denny said.

For more information on the walk, visit http://82ndairbornemarch2010.blogspot.com/
	From: Fred

Date: 1/21/2010 2:43:03 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505RCT Membership'

Subject: FW: EMAIL ADDRESSES
Dear Jim,
I recieved bellow information regarding the death of Joe Comer, a 93 year year old 4 star WWII veteran of the 82th Airborne Division, member of the 505th   H Company 3th Battalion.
Best regards
Fred Hoek
Holland
GOEDE NACHT FRED.  IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS THAT I TELL YOU THAT JOE COMER DIED YESTERDAY, 19 JAN AT HIS HOME.  HE WAS A WONDERFUL MAN AND I WANT TO THANK YOU AND JEANNE MELCHERS FOR ALL THE EFFORT YOU PUT INTO JOE'S TRIP TWO YEARS AGO.  HE TALKED OF THAT TRIP ALMOST EVERY TIME I WAS WITH HIM AND LOOKED AT THE PICTURES ALMOST DAILY.  I CERTAINLY WISH JOE HAD NOT BEEN SICK THE DAY YOU CAME TO GROSBEEK.  YOU BOTH WOULD HAVE ENJOYED VISITING WITH EACH OTHER MORE.  I DO NOT HAVE JEANNE'S EMAIL SO WOULD YOU PASS ALONG THE SAD NEWS.
THANKS AGAIN FOR MAKING A GOOD SOLDIER'S RETURN TO EUROPE SO SPECIAL AND MEMORABLE
REGGIE
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From: phr
Date: 1/21/2010 4:22:02 PM

To: ff505

Cc: davem

Subject: Query

 

I am doing research on the original awarded jump wings at Ft Benning.  I understand that something/words were engraved on the back.  Does anyone know what they were?  Thanx very much.

                       Keith Nightingale

From: vivianroger
Date: 1/23/2010 3:44:16 AM

To: 

Subject: Fw: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings.

 

  Hello Airborne Friends,

 

> Can somebody answer the question below on Fort Benning original

> issued jump wings ?   I do have a picture of a certificate and the

> ceremony (both 506th

> PIR), but no knowledge on any standard inscription on the back other

> than 'Sterling' and/or the US maker of the Wing.      (forwarded by Vivian

> Roger)

>

> Best regards,

> Donald van den Bogert

> pararesearchteam.com
>

>

> Citeren p

>

>> Please read below request and respond if u know the answer.  Many thanx

>>

>>                      Keith Nightingale

>>

>> From: ph

>> Date: 1/21/2010 4:22:02 PM

>> To: f

>> Cc: 

>> Subject: Query

>>

>>

>> I am doing research on the original awarded jump wings at Ft

>> Benning.  I understand that something/words were engraved on the

>> back.  Does anyone know what they were?  Thanx very much.

>>

>>

>>                        Keith Nightingale

	From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 1/23/2010 6:55:52 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Cc: Keith Nightingale

Subject: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings

 

 
Col. Keith Nightingale asked the question about the original jump wings awarded at Ft. Benning. Here are some of the answers I received.
Thanks to all that contributed.
[image: image234]
 
Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: phr
>> Date: 1/21/2010 4:22:02 PM
>> To: ff50
>> Cc: dave
>> Subject: Query
>>
>>
>> I am doing research on the original awarded jump wings at Ft
>> Benning.  I understand that something/words were engraved on the
>> back.  Does anyone know what they were?  Thanx very much.
                      Keith Nightingale
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Bob Gillette

Date: 1/22/2010 10:41:14 PM

To: ff505rc

Subject: RE: Query

 
[image: image235]
[image: image236]
I received jump wings in August 1942 and never knew of any engraving on the back.  I would guess if there were any it was done by the individual.
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: Fw: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings. 

>
>
> Hello Airborne Friends,
>
>> Can somebody answer the question below on Fort Benning original
>> issued jump wings ?   I do have a picture of a certificate and the
>> ceremony (both 506th
>> PIR), but no knowledge on any standard inscription on the back other
>> than 'Sterling' and/or the US maker of the Wing.      (forwarded by Vivian
>> Roger)
>>
>> Best regards,
>> Donald van den Bogert
>> pararesearchteam.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: Re: Fw: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings.

 
	
	
	[image: image237]
	[image: image238]


I have just researched a similar question by polling numerous veterans.  Based on their collective recall the original wings were sterling silver and were blank on the back.  Because the silver oxidized quickly and were difficult to polish the men often bought replacements made of other metal and they may have had various markings on the reverse side.

 

Dick O'Donnell

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

	From: RDavi

Date: 1/23/2010 10:35:46 AM

Subject:Fw: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings.
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Vivian:   The inscription on the back of the original wings was as follows: 

 

 

                      Y O U'L L    B E    S O R R Y  !!!!!!!!!!
 

BOB
................................................................................................................................................................................
	From: gunge

Date: 1/23/2010 12:25:52 PM

Subject: Re: Fw: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings.
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	[image: image242]


I still have my original wings.  They have 8-44 (I graduated in Aug 1944) on the back.  Under the 8-44 is a curved line and under that G. E. Unger.  There is no other marking on the back.  Was this true of all, or just my class (135).  I have no idea! 

 

Guinn 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

	From: troop

Date: 1/23/2010 7:34:38 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Inquiry ref US Jump Wings.
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	[image: image244]


Unfortunately,

 

LTG (ret.) William C. Yarborough is no longer with us.  You might contact Static Line and ask if they still have the article that they did, about how he designed the Parachute Badge.  I met him many years ago.  He was living in Southern Pines, NC and I spoke to him about the M-42 Jump Uniform that he designed. And then he also let me know that the slanted pockets on the Vietnam Jungle Fatigues were also his idea.  I told him that he had missed his calling and should have been a "Military Fashion Designer".  

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  

	From: vivianroger

Date: 1/24/2010 2:18:38 PM

Subject: Photos from La Fière

 

Wishing you all beautiful sunsets!!!!  We enjoy sharing ours with you.  When we see something like this at the end of the day, we say that it is worth the struggle......whatever it may be!!!   Wishing you all well, Vivian and Rodolphe
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From: Jan Bos - Airborne Troop Carrier historian
Date: 1/25/2010 2:03:18 PM

To: ff50

Subject: Sad news

 

Can you forward, thank you

 

Jan Bos

Nijmegen, Holland

Jan,

It is with deep sadness that I write to share with you news of the loss of one of the 82nds 4-star veterans, my uncle, Joseph L. Comer. "Uncle Joe" passed away suddenly and unexpectedly early yesterday morning (Jan. 19). He had turned 92 in November but was in good health and still very sharp mentally and still living in his home in Roanoke, Va. He apparently became ill during the night and collapsed and passed away. He was a wonderful man who was much loved by his family and by all who knew him. He was very active in his church and in his community throughout his long life, quietly serving all who needed or wanted his help in many ways.

Joe served proudly with Co. H, 3rd Battalion, 505 PIR during WWII, participating in all four combat jumps in Sicily, Italy, Normandy and Holland. He participated in every major combat with his company, including the Battle of the Bulge, earning the Bronze Star. Strangely enough, despite all the action he saw, he was never seriously wounded in battle but was finally knocked out of action in April of 1945 by a ruptured appendix. Like most veterans, he was very reluctant to talk about his experiences in the war and never considered himself a hero, even though he was a hero to all of us both for his service to his country and because of the man he was throughout his life. In recent years, he became more open about his time in the service and shared many stories with me. He also made a return trip to Europe in May 2008, traveling to St. Mere Eglise, on through to Belgium and into Holland and the Groesbeek area. I had the great privilege of sharing that journey with him and it was the trip of a lifetime.

I hope you will share this news with the other veterans and 505 family members with whom you stay in contact. They should know that one of their proud members has been lost, and that he is deeply missed and mourned.

Warmest regards,

Rick Rogers

	To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: TAPS Another 505th Veteran has made his final jump
 

Dear Friends:  Another dear friend and comrade, Jim Lemaire has passed away. I had not seen Jim since our reunion in Harrisburg in 2004 but kept up with him through the years. He stayed home to take care of his dear wife Yo until she passed a couple of years ago. I am including some photos of Jim and Chris Christensen and his wife Liz at the 2004 Reunion.
Also a couple of photos of Jim from the Seattle Reunion taken by Ellen Peters.
We will all miss "Frenchie" and our thoughts and prayers go out to his family.
 [image: image248]
From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/27/2010 3:34:43 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Another 505th Veteran has made his final jump

 

It is with great sadness that I inform all of you of the passing of Jim Lemaire.  Jim was a member of A Co. and joined the regiment in England as a Normandy replacement.  

 

I received the below email from his family.

 

I only had the privilege of meeting Jim once - at last year's reunion in Seattle, however we spoke over the telephone several times the last couple of years.  He loved being a part of the 505th and was proud of his service. 

 

Jim was a wonderful man who will be greatly missed by all who knew him.  I will never forget that wonderful Louisiana accent of his.  

Rest in Peace, Jim. 

 

Ellen Peters

 

To all of Paw Paw's friends:
 

We regretfully send this email to let you know that our PawPaw has gone on to a better life in heaven.  He had some complications during surgery on Tuesday and passed later that evening.  He will be dearly missed by all of us.  As of this time funeral arrangements have not been finalized.  Once arrangements have been made, I will send an email with that information.  Please keep our family in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

The family can be contacted at:  yo.  (Yolanne's email address)
 

The family of James Ray Lemaire
 

 
-------Original Message-------
From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 1/28/2010 5:45:40 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: 6 pictures for you

 

You have been sent 6 pictures.

 

DH000040.JPG  Jim at 2004 Harrisburg Reunion
DH000041.JPG  ""                     "    "

DH000042.JPG Jim with Liz and Chris Christensen

DH000274.JPG Jim @ 2004 505RCT Reunion

DH000298.JPG  Jim & Chris Christensen

 

 

These pictures were sent with Picasa, from Google.
Try it out here: http://picasa.google.com/
 

 

﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
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From: Janice Silver
Date: 1/29/2010 11:30:12 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Fw: Funeral Services Jim Lemaire

 

Funeral services for Jim Lemaire.

 

Dear All:
 

Funeral Services will be held Saturday, January 30, 2010 at 1:30 pm at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Grand Coteau.  The family requests that visitation/greetings be observed Saturday from 12:30 until time of Service.  
 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Ignatius School, Drawer J, Grand Coteau, LA 70541.  Words of comfort may be expressed at yoj
 

Thank you all for your thoughts and prayers.
 

The family of James Ray Lemaire
From: emile lacroix
Date: 1/29/2010 2:14:19 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: TAPS Another 505th Veteran has made his final jump

 

Sorry to hear about Jim Lemaire's passing. I remember so well the great moments whe had the last time I met Jim at the 505 PIR reunion inFort Bragg in 1999.

He was a so nice person and we talked long moments together at the hospitality room and during visit of Bragg. Jim sent me a lot of pictures he took when I succeded to have authorisation to jump from the jump tower. I am sorry I didn' had the occasion to meet again since.

An other great man that we will all miss.

I present my Sincere Condolences to the family.

Emile Lacroix

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 2/2/2010 10:47:42 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Taps Don McKeage

 

It is with a sad heart I tell you of our loss of one of our Airborne Friends.

We have truly lost one of our greatest Airborne Troopers and Friends.

[image: image255]
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Barbara

Date: 2/2/2010 8:04:48 PM

To: 

Subject: dad

 

Jim and Ellen, just wanted to let you know that our proud paratrooper made his final jump into the waiting arms of his Creator and the comrades who preceded him this evening. I will send you final arrangements when they are made. Please continue to pray for mom and our family.
Barbara
	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 2/4/2010 8:45:12 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Don McKeage Memorial

 

Dear Family and Friends Members,

 

In lieu of a floral tribute, and in accordance with the family's wishes, the Association would like to make a donation to Michigan's Own Military Museum in Don's memory.   As most of you know, Don was a founding member of the 505 RCT Association and instrumental in founding our Family and Friends Association.  If you would like to help continue Don's legacy for the future, kindly make out your check to the association and send it to the following address:  FF505RCT Assn.

                                                        

                                                        

 

Please note in the memo section of your check that it is for Don.'s memorial. 

 

Don is dearer to me than I can put into words.  I have a picture of him on my desk.  I feel so lucky to have had the privilege to serve as secretary/treasurer of the association during his presidency.  I will miss him so much.  I will never forget how his face lit up when he smiled.  He had the best smile and always a little twinkle in his blue eyes.    My life is so much richer for having known him.

 

I have attached two of my favorite photos of Don.  One with fellow F Co. veteran, Steve Epps, whom we lost this past year; and the other with Steve, Buff Oldridge, and Spencer Wurst all of F Co.

 

Ellen Peters

 

	





2 attachments — Download all attachments   View all images   
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	Subject: Donald William McKeage Obituary

 

 

 the website www.casefuneralhome.com will have the obituary and the arrangements
 

 

Subject: Donald William McKeage Obituary

 

W. L. Case & Company Funeral Chapel, 201 N. Miller Road
201 N. Miller Rd.
Saginaw, MI  48609
(989)781-1070 

 

Saturday, Feb 06, 2010 10:00 a.m.. St. Mary Catholic Church, Hemlock 
Friday 2:00 - 8:00 P.m. at Case chapel, Miller Rd. Saturday at church 9:00 a.m. until time of service 
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Feb 4 (1 day ago) 
	


	 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Buck, Robert

Date: 2/4/2010 12:00:53 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: Donald William McKeage Obituary

 

Jim:
 I must be honest, receiving the constant stream of emails informing me that some of the most impressive members of the "Greatest Generation" are departing us leaves me with a profound sadness.  Our only solace being, they are truly going to a better place, a place free of aches, pains, and the bitter memories of their war.  
 
As I've said before, the way in which I honor their memory is by passing on to my son that the life we enjoy in this great Nation can be directly attributed to their heroism and sacrifice in battle.  
 
I hope all is well with you.
 
God Bless
 
Rob Buck


	
	-Donald William McKeage-

[image: image406.jpg]


Stanton, Michigan (formerly of Hemlock, Michigan) On Tuesday, February 2, 2010, Donald W. McKeage, age 84 years, WWII veteran and proud paratrooper of the 82nd Airborne Division, made his final jump, surrounded by his loving family, into the waiting arms of his Creator and the comrades who preceded him. Don was born in Hemlock, Michigan July 25, 1925, the son of the late Allen and Helen (Cross) McKeage. He graduated from St. Charles High School in 1943 and enlisted in the United States Army. He served with the 505th Parachute infantry Regt., 82nd Airborne Div. Northern Europe operation in 1944-1945. He had 2 combat jumps and also fought in the Battle of the Bulge. He was awarded a Purple Heart, a Bronze Star and a Combat Infantryman Badge for his service in combat. Don’s wartime experience led him to become a lifetime active member of the Hemlock-Merrill VFW Post No. 7302 and Post Commander in 1953, 1979 and 1980. He was District Commander of the 9th District Dept. of MI VFW in 1958. Don was a lifetime member of the 82nd Airborne Division Association and national president of the association in 1970. He was a founder and lifetime member of the 505 Regimental Combat Team Association, holding the office of president on several occasions and editor of the Panther newsletter since its inception in 1987. He was a lifetime member of C-47 Club, WWII 82nd Airborne Div. Assoc, Old Timers Parachute Club, Airborne Static Line Assoc., Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and American Legion. Much of his life was dedicated to reaching out to his fellow troopers and giving a hand where needed. Don was a member of St. Bernadette Catholic Church, Stanton, MI and a lifetime member of the Knights of Columbus. He was a member and officer of the Derby Lake Homeowners Association for many years and proud of his efforts to improve the lake. Don loved his country, his family and felt a special kinship with the troopers who stood shoulder to shoulder with him against a threat to both. His adult years were spent trying to build a better world for those around him in whatever sphere of influence he could touch. One of the guiding principles of his life was: “If you’re going to join an organization, get involved and be active.” His life of activism, especially on behalf on his fellow troopers, was a testament to that belief. Don started in the construction industry in 1946 and was promoted to construction Superintendent for Spence Brothers Construction Co. in 1952. Don was proud of the many projects he had a hand in building, retiring from the company in 1983. Don married Genevieve Moeller in 1947. They raised three daughters, Alice (Carol Popovich) McKeage, Mable (John Locke) Eckstorm and Barbara Fortenbaugh; three grandchildren, Todd (Kim) Niersel, Tyson (Shanon) Niersel and Teresa (Troy) LaDouce; six great-grandchildren, Jasmin and Spencer Niersel, Jordan, Jylyssa, Mitchel and Mason LaDouce. “Graps” will be missed by all, including Missy, his beloved dog. He is also survived by a sister, Betty (Bob) Guziak and brother-in-law, Max (Pat) Rusher and many nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews. He was predeceased by his brothers, Kenneth, Robert and a sister, Vera The funeral liturgy will take place 10:00 a.m. Saturday, February 6, 2010 at St. Mary Catholic Church, Hemlock. Rev. Fr. Joseph Schabel will officiate with burial in Roselawn memorial Gardens with military services under the auspices of Hemlock-Merrill VFW Post No. 7302. Friends may visit with the family on Friday from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. at W. L. Case & Company, 201 N. Miller Rd. and at church on Saturday from 9:00a.m. until the time of the service. The family requests that memorial donations be made to Michigan’s Own Military Museum in Frankenmuth, MI or St. Bernadette Catholic Church of Stanton in lieu of flowers. www.casefuneralhome.com 




Way to Go Otis................We are all proud of you.
Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Barbara

Date: 3/17/2010 6:24:37 PM

To: ff505

Subject: Fwd: Valley's oldest vet one for the history books

 


Jim, pass this along to all our 505 and family and friends - one of our own! Proud of you Otis.


 Barbara
You have been sent an online news article from Barbara as a courtesy of 

mydesert.com.

Article Title: 

Valley's oldest vet one for the history books

To view the contents on mydesert.com, go to: 

http://www.mydesert.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201003170600/NEWS01/3170304
From: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy
Date: 3/17/2010 7:24:23 PM

To: 'John Sparry';    'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: Night Drop

 

In 1962, when my dad was the US Ambassador to France, I bought a copy of

"Night Drop" to take to him on a visit. The Preface is by Carl Sandburg and

In it he kindly calls my dad "that prince of parachutists" (page xiii).  I

have the book in front of me now.

 

I'll read the book tonight and try to find the quote about La Fiere.  The

book begins with a chapter named "Into the Marshes" about the Merderet

River.  It's been a long time since I read it for the first time.

 

The copyright is 1962.  I have a third edition.  As someone has already

said, it was published by Atlantic-Little, Brown Books which are published

by Little, Brown and Company in Association with the Atlantic Monthly Press.

 

There is one thing unique about my copy.  My dad annotated page 56,

paragraph 2, which reads "Held for downs, Schwartzwalder took time out,

still unaware, when on the other side of the property Presnell took his

pasting and retired to the wings of Able Company, moving up under a born

fighter, Lt. John J. Dolan.  In that interlude, Slim Jim Gavin arrived on

the scene, in the van of his band of 300.  At La Fiere village, while all

was quiet, he talked briefly to Major Kellam, commanding 1st Battalion,

505th.  Lindquist and party were not yet in contact with any of these

forces.

 

Not yet knowing about the recoil, Kellam told Gavin that Able Company's

point had worked forward almost to La Fiere bridge.  Kellam said, "We are

lightly opposed, and I expect to have this position with one hour."  It was

a correct premise reasoned to a wholly wrong conclusion.

 

In the margin my dad wrote, "NO.  Kellam had been killed before I arrived."

 

There is no mention of your grandfather (Col. Mark Alexander) in the index

of this book, John.  I'll get back to you within 24 hours with the page

number of your quote, if I can find it or not.

 

Barbara

Hello group,
Mr. Clark is looking for information about his uncle or people who may have known him. (below...)

 

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <airborn
Date: Wed, Mar 10, 2010 at 1:42 PM
Subject: Contact 505 Service Company Personnel
To: jsparry


My name is Jeff Clark. I'm researching a book on my uncle William A (Bill)
Clark. He was a 505 rigger in WWII.

I’m trying to contact people who knew Bill Clark during WWII or were in
the 505 Service Company / 82nd Parachute Maintenance Company and would be
willing to talk about their experiences.

My phone number is (512) 826 5427

I maintain a blog on Bill Clark at

http://ww2tribute.blogspot.com

Any information would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks and regards,

Jeff Clark

	 

From: barryoshe

Date: 4/4/2010 12:33:33 PM

To: Friends/Family 505 RCT

Cc: 

Subject: Bill Mauldin Stamp Honors The Grunts' Hero

 

(FF505RCT-This is a great story.  I wonder if any of the WW II veterans have some stories of their own to share with us about reading The Stars and Stripes newspaper during the war, Willie & Joe comics, Ernie Pyle, etc.  Enjoy and Happy Easter to your family and friends!)
 

Barry O'Shea
Colorado Springs, CO USA
 

 Subject: FW: Bill Mauldin Stamp Honors The Grunts' Hero
STORY HIGHLIGHTS
· Bob Greene lauds the Postal Service for issuing stamp in honor of cartoonist Bill Mauldin 
· Greene: Mauldin's funny, honest WWII soldiers, Willie and Joe, comforted millions 

· He writes Patton wanted Mauldin to stop drawing his pointed cartoons, but Ike overruled him 

· When Mauldin was dying, old soldiers came in droves to visit and honor him, Greene says 
Editor's note: Bob Greene, a CNN contributor, is a best-selling author whose new book is "Late Edition: A Love Story." 
(CNN) -- The post office gets a lot of criticism. Always has, always will.
And with the renewed push to get rid of Saturday mail delivery, expect complaints to intensify.
But the United States Postal Service deserves a standing ovation for something that's going to happen this month: Bill Mauldin is getting his own postage stamp.
Mauldin died at age 81 in the early days of 2003. The end of his life had been rugged. He had been scalded in a bathtub, which led to terrible injuries and infections; Alzheimer's disease was inflicting its cruelties. Unable to care for himself after the scalding, he became a resident of a California nursing home, his health and spirits in rapid decline.
He was not forgotten, though. Mauldin, and his work, meant so much to the millions of Americans who fought in World War II, and to those who had waited for them to come home. He was a kid cartoonist for Stars and Stripes, the military newspaper; Mauldin's drawings of his muddy, exhausted, whisker-stubbled infantrymen Willie and Joe were the voice of truth about what it was like on the front lines. 
Mauldin was an enlisted man just like the soldiers he drew for; his gripes were their gripes, his laughs were their laughs, his heartaches were their heartaches. He was one of them. They loved him.
The cartoonist beloved by GIs and regular guys
He never held back. Sometimes, when his cartoons cut too close for comfort, his superior officers tried to tone him down. In one memorable incident, he enraged Gen. George S. Patton, and Patton informed Mauldin he wanted the pointed cartoons -- celebrating the fighting men, lampooning the high-ranking officers -- to stop. Now.
Mauldin's drawings of his exhausted, whisker-stubbled infantrymen Willie and Joe were the voice of truth... 
--Bob Greene 
The news passed from soldier to soldier. How was Sgt. Bill Mauldin going to stand up to Gen. Patton? It seemed impossible.
Not quite. Mauldin, it turned out, had an ardent fan: Five-star Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme commander of the Allied forces in Europe. Ike put out the word: Mauldin draws what Mauldin wants. Mauldin won. Patton lost.
If, in your line of work, you've ever considered yourself a young hotshot, or if you've ever known anyone who has felt that way about himself or herself, the story of Mauldin's young manhood will humble you. Here is what, by the time he was 23 years old, Mauldin had accomplished:
He won the Pulitzer Prize. He was featured on the cover of Time magazine. His book "Up Front" was the No. 1 best-seller in the United States.
All of that at 23. Yet when he returned to civilian life and he grew older, he never lost that boyish Mauldin grin, he never outgrew his excitement about doing his job, he never big-shotted or high-hatted the people with whom he worked every day. 
I was lucky enough to be one of them; Mauldin roamed the hallways of the Chicago Sun-Times in the late 1960s and early 1970s with no more officiousness or air of haughtiness than if he was a copyboy. That impish look on his face remained. 
"You had to be reading a soaking wet Stars and Stripes in a water-filled foxhole and then see one of his cartoons." 
--Bob Greene, quoting veteran talking about Bill Mauldin 
 
He had achieved so much. He had won a second Pulitzer Prize, and he should have won a third, for what may be the single greatest editorial cartoon in the history of the craft: his deadline rendering, on the day President John F. Kennedy was assassinated, of the statue at the Lincoln Memorial slumped in grief, its head cradled in its hands. But he never acted as if he was better than the people he met. He was still Mauldin the enlisted man.
During the late summer of 2002, as Mauldin lay in that California nursing home, some of the old World War II infantry guys caught wind of it. They didn't want Mauldin to go out that way. They thought he should know that he was still their hero.
Gordon Dillow, a columnist for the Orange County Register, put out the call in Southern California for people in the area to send their best wishes to Mauldin; I joined Dillow in the effort, helping to spread the appeal nationally so that Bill would not feel so alone. Soon more than 10,000 letters and cards had arrived at Mauldin's bedside.
Even better than that, the old soldiers began to show up just to sit with Mauldin, to let him know that they were there for him, as he, long ago, had been there for them. So many volunteered to visit Bill that there was a waiting list. Here is how Todd DePastino, in the first paragraph of his wonderful biography of Mauldin, described it:
"Almost every day in the summer and fall of 2002 they came to Park Superior nursing home in Newport Beach, California, to honor Army Sergeant, Technician Third Grade, Bill Mauldin. They came bearing relics of their youth: medals, insignia, photographs, and carefully folded newspaper clippings. Some wore old garrison caps. Others arrived resplendent in uniforms over a half century old. Almost all of them wept as they filed down the corridor like pilgrims fulfilling some long-neglected obligation."
One of the veterans explained to me why it was so important:
"You would have to be part of a combat infantry unit to appreciate what moments of relief Bill gave us. You had to be reading a soaking wet Stars and Stripes in a water-filled foxhole and then see one of his cartoons."
Mauldin is buried in Arlington National Cemetery. This month, the kid cartoonist makes it onto a first-class postage stamp. It's an honor that most generals and admirals never receive.
What Mauldin would have loved most, I believe, is the sight of the two guys who are keeping him company on that stamp.
Take a look at it.
There's Willie. There's Joe.
And there, to the side, drawing them and smiling that shy, quietly observant smile, is Mauldin himself. With his buddies, right where he belongs. Forever.
The opinions expressed in this commentary are solely those of Bob Greene.  
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From: "Otis L Sampson" <>
Date: March 20, 2010 8:54:12 PM CDT
To: "Ellen Peters" < 
Subject: I also feel proud I had a chance to serve  in the 82nd division.
 

               Dear Ellen ,  Would you put this for Family and Friends. I want to thank them for carrying on where the older ones are passing on . It means a lot to me to know what you are doing . It was a great day for me when I was taken in the 82nd , I did some praying when I thought I was being washed out once from an injury .  We had great men in it , General Gavin , General Ridgeway , and other Generals that played a big part, with  Colonel Vandervolt. And our E Company officers that I was quite close to now and again.  My Platoon leader, Jim Coyle, We worked well together. We had some great officers.  I look back on the Normandy Invasion, If we did not have the word to go by General Eisenower when we were held up by a storm, It was a great moment for us all who were waiting, storm or no storm.  Our destination Saint Mere Eglese, and a mix up with Nuvill au Plain, we took them both. We jumped with a full company, but on landing the winds came up and we lost two Platoons of our company and fought seven days with the first Platoon and company headquarters and still won all our battles, including a Batallion of Germans that were at Saint Mere Eglese,  As Lieutenant James Coyle explained to me , we caught them crowed up waiting to strike us and we beat them to it. I recall it, I had a good view from where I was, The Germans were in a long narrow dirt road with Trees on both sides and this lane ran for some distance.  One of our men came to me and dropped a large amount of 60 MM Mortar shells saying, here is some extra for you , I could never had done the job with out those extra shells  My men and I were in between lt. Coyle and lt Frank Woosley in charge of it all, taking Captain Russells place who had  malera Fever. On our right was, lt. Mclean with his Platoon from D Company, after it was all over I see him standing to the left of me by himself unconserened with the whole set up  it seemed, all firing had ceased. The prisoners were being marched away.  I gathered my men and took them down to where Lt. Wooslley and Lt, Coyle had had their shoot out, Many more were killed here too.  With Lt. Coyle getting shot through both budducks , he was taken to Saint Mere Eglese for treatment.  I slept good that night  I heard some one remark the next morning , where are all the Germans that were here yesterday. My 60 MM Mortar and my Tommy gun played a big part in that Shoot out, with my men, each playing his part, We never lost a man.   We then headed for Neuville  au Plain that was also in  our control, we continued the push from hedge row to hedge row heading for La Hamm where an 88 shrapnel sent me to a hospital for all of two months. One night I was awakened by a beautiful nurse asking if I was alright.  I thought sure I was in heaven. The Sampson Clan.

 

               Ellen I am sure we are going to have a good time here on my 100th Birthday, Odie is doing the planning, he is going to hire a Hall near here.   

 

               Not much has been said about that German Division , it was taken so easy but the next day they were not there and we didn’t loose a man.  They were all ready to attack us in their crowed positions and we caught them off balance, It was so easy when they started to quit I stopped firing, they were just trying to get away, but where, I had such a good position.  I was so involved in the fight I can never remember who was loading the mortar. Who ever it was never faulted.  I thank Tony DeMayo for all that ammunition and all my men brought me theirs too.  As one of my men told me years later, I had to crawl on my hands and knees to get it to you but I did. Richard Greenelch.  They all died Stateside.

From: vivianroger
Date: 4/26/2010 6:00:54 AM

Subject:Passing of Wayne Pierce

 

Dear Friends,
 

I sadly inform you of the death of our dear WWII veteran and friend, Wayne Pierce, 325th GIR.  I received this sad news this morning from Jesse Oxendine, President of the 325th Glider Infantry Association.  Our Association U. S. Normandie President Daniel Briard will organize a laying of flowers and remembrance service at Cauquigny, to be announced soon.
 

I will provide you with more information about Wayne later.  I was close to Wayne and Wilma, so I am having my own moment of grief for the loss of him.  I am sure that you all understand.  He is not the first, and will not be the last, of our many losses of these fine me who fought for freedom.  I am sure that this loss will particularly affect the DeGlopper delegation planning to be here this June!  We have already planned a prayer service at the Cauquigny Chapel for 3 June following the Timmes' Orchards and DeGlopper ceremonies.  Now, we will prepare something special in that service for the remembrance of Wayne also.   I have included our wonderful priest Emmanuel Serveau in this mail distribution.
 

Our best to you all,
Vivian Roger, Secretary,  Association U. S. Normandie "mémoire et gratitude"
 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Jesse Oxendine

To: vivianroger

Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 12:29 AM

Subject: Passing of Wayne Pierce

Vivian, I have bad news....our friend Wayne Pierce passed away today.  He had a stroke last Sunday and was in rehab during fine, but I just got a call and they told me he had just passed away.  I didn't know about the stroke until yesterday and was going to let you know it, but then I just got the call about his death.           Jesse
-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 5/8/2010 6:31:41 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: New book - Jump Commander

 

Hi everyone,

The book about Col. Mark Alexander's (my grandfather's) WWII journey should hit store shelves during the first week in June. Unfortunately he never got to see the finished product, but I think he would have liked it. 

If anyone is interested, there is information about it here  www.JumpCommander.com  and also on Amazon.com.

Thanks,
John Sparry

Subject: Bill Mauldin Stamp
 

 

 

 

 

 

	

--- On Sat, 4/24/10, Gene Fosburg <geno> wrote:


From: G  

Dear Friends and family:  The below e-mail was received from my Fosburg cousin, Don, a couple days ago.  I thank him for sending this to me because it brought back many memories of my days in England and France during WWII.  I am sure that many of you are having those good memories, too.  Some of you did not serve in the ETO during WWII, but were doing service in the Pacific Theater, or other locations at that time, or were civilians.  Over in the ETO we used to have an opportunity to see the "Stars & Stripes" military newsletter every week or so, and the editors always found room to insert some humorous relative cartoons.  There was the "The Sad Sack", "Hubert", and Bill Mauldin's "Willie & Joe" cartoons.  The art work of Bill Mauldin's cartoons always portrayed the lousy conditions our GI's were subjected to, and there was some dark humor that was true to the life our GI's led.  Those of you who are too young to know about these talented artists can find copies of their work in your public libraries and can also Google them up on the internet.  Read about Bill in the below e-mail and you will know more about him.  You can also find the result of the friendship he had with William Schultz, the author of "Peanuts".  Every time Veteran's Day appears on the calendar, you will find Schultz's beagle, Snoopy, dressed in a WWII uniform and on his way to have ... a root beer with his pal, Bill Mauldin.  I still read the "funnies" in the newspapers and always will.  Bill, and the others will always have a place in my heart.  Thanks for bearing with me in my self-styled eulogy of those cartoonists that took away the gloom of the times during WWII and got some good laughs from even the saddest of the soldiers and sailors.  God bless you all. 

Gene Fosburg 

P.S. - Don't forget to get some first class postage stamps that honor Bill Mauldin.

Begin forwarded message:

From: SLB
Date: April 22, 2010 2:12:25 AM PDT
To
Subject: Bill Mauldin Stamp
The greatest!
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Bill Mauldin stamp honors grunts' hero.
The post office gets a lot of criticism. Always has, always will.
And with the renewed push to get  rid of Saturday mail delivery, expect complaints to intensify.
But  the United States Postal Service deserves a standing ovation for something  that's going to happen this month: Bill Mauldin is getting his own postage  stamp.
Mauldin died at age 81 in the early days of 2003. The end of  his life had been rugged. He had been scalded in a bathtub, which led to  terrible injuries and infections; Alzheimer's disease was inflicting its  cruelties. Unable to care for himself after the scalding, he became a  resident of a California nursing home, his health and spirits in  rapid decline.
He was not forgotten, though. Mauldin, and his work,  meant so much to the millions of Americans who fought in World War II, and  to those who had waited for them to come home. He was a kid cartoonist for  Stars and Stripes, the military newspaper; Mauldin's drawings of his muddy,  exhausted, whisker-stubbled infantrymen Willie and Joe were the voice of  truth about what it was like on the front lines.
Mauldin was an  enlisted man just like the soldiers he drew for; his gripes were their  gripes, his laughs were their laughs, his heartaches were their heartaches.  He was one of them. They loved him.
He never held back. Sometimes,  when his cartoons cut too close for comfort, his superior officers tried to  tone him down. In one memorable incident, he enraged Gen. George S. Patton,  and Patton informed Mauldin he wanted the pointed cartoons -- celebrating  the fighting men, lampooning the high-ranking officers -- to stop.  Now.
The news passed from soldier to soldier. How was Sgt. Bill  Mauldin going to stand up to Gen. Patton? It seemed impossible.
Not  quite. Mauldin, it turned out, had an ardent fan: Five-star Gen. Dwight D.  Eisenhower, supreme commander of the Allied forces in Europe. Ike put  out the word: Mauldin draws what Mauldin wants. Mauldin won. Patton  lost.
If, in your line of work, you've ever considered yourself a  young hotshot, or if you've ever known anyone who has felt that way about  himself or herself, the story of Mauldin's young manhood will humble you.  Here is what, by the time he was 23 years old, Mauldin had  accomplished:
He won the Pulitzer Prize. He was featured on the cover  of Time magazine. His book "Up Front" was the No. 1 best-seller in  the United States.
All of that at 23. Yet when he returned to  civilian life and he grew older, he never lost that boyish Mauldin grin, he  never outgrew his excitement about doing his job, he never big-shotted or  high-hatted the people with whom he worked every day.
I was lucky  enough to be one of them; Mauldin roamed the hallways of the Chicago  Sun-Times in the late 1960s and early 1970s with no more officiousness or  air of haughtiness than if he was a copyboy. That impish look on his face  remained.
He had achieved so much. He had won a second Pulitzer  Prize, and he should have won a third, for what may be the single greatest  editorial cartoon in the history of the craft: his deadline rendering, on  the day President John F. Kennedy was assassinated, of the statue at the  Lincoln Memorial slumped in grief, its head cradled in its hands. But he  never acted as if he was better than the people he met. He was still Mauldin  the enlisted man.
During the late summer of 2002, as Mauldin lay in  that California nursing home, some of the old World War II infantry guys  caught wind of it. They didn't want Mauldin to go out that way. They thought  he should know that he was still their hero.
Gordon Dillow, a  columnist for the Orange County Register, put out the call in Southern  California for people in the area to send their best wishes to Mauldin; I  joined Dillow in the effort, helping to spread the appeal nationally so that  Bill would not feel so alone. Soon more than 10,000 letters and cards had  arrived at Mauldin's bedside.
Even better than that, the old soldiers  began to show up just to sit with Mauldin, to let him know that they were  there for him, as he, long ago, had been there for them. So many volunteered  to visit Bill that there was a waiting list. Here is how Todd DePastino, in  the first paragraph of his wonderful biography of Mauldin, described  it:
"Almost every day in the summer and fall of 2002 they came to  Park Superior nursing home in Newport Beach, California, to honor  Army Sergeant, Technician Third Grade, Bill Mauldin. They came bearing  relics of their youth: medals, insignia, photographs, and carefully folded  newspaper clippings. Some wore old garrison caps. Others arrived resplendent  in uniforms over a half century old. Almost all of them wept as they filed  down the corridor-like pilgrims fulfilling some long-neglected  obligation."
One of the veterans explained to me why it was so  important:
"You would have to be part of a combat infantry unit to  appreciate what moments of relief Bill gave us. You had to be reading a  soaking wet Stars and Stripes in a water-filled foxhole and then see one of  his cartoons."
Mauldin is buried  in Arlington National Cemetery. This month, the kid  cartoonist makes it onto a first-class postage stamp. It's an honor that  most generals and admirals never receive.
What Mauldin would have loved most, I believe, is the sight of the two guys who are keeping him  company on that stamp.
Take a look at it.
There's Willie.  There's Joe.
And there, to the side, drawing them and smiling that  shy, quietly observant smile, is Mauldin himself. With his buddies, right  where he belongs. Forever.


-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 5/10/2010 5:52:22 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT;  lm

Subject: Fwd: Uncle's service with 505 PIR

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <
Date: Wed, Apr 14, 2010 at 11:42 PM
Subject: Uncle's service with 505 PIR
To: 


Good day
My uncle was SSG Joseph J. Dunaj, Alpha company. I am fortunate to have
his decorations and numerous documents including the telegram sent to his
mom after he was wounded on June 7th 1944. I was quite fortunate to meet
Colonel Ed Sayre. He described the organizing events for the paratroopers
as we sat in his den in Breckenridge, Texas. I have been in contact with
many fine 505 members over the years. I joined the service because of men
like these that served our country during world war two. The documents I
have indicate that Joe may have participated in the 505's four combat
jumps. Colonel Sayre showed me a roster listing him for the first jump
into Sicily. Years ago, I was able to have Generals Gavin and Ridgway,
Colonel Sayre and First Sergeant Funk sign my uncle's 82nd unit history
book. I am glad to have found your website. It is super sharing
information pertaing to brave fighting men. Thank you.

Jeff Dunaj, Major U.S.A (Ret)





-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

From: F E GARREN
Date: 5/9/2010 6:50:32 AM

Subject: Kings Langley 1945

 

Hello Folks.  Yesterday was May 8th.   65 years ago on that date the German High Command signed the unconditional surrender, in Rheims France.   The was VE (Victory In Europe) day.  However WW-II was still going on.  The Japanese would not surrender until the following September on VJ (Victory Over Japan) day. 

This was sent to me by Tony Rogers from the UK.  A newsreel from 1945, and current coverage showing those who are alive today who remember.  It's worth the few minutes to watch.  

Happy Mothers Day and don't forget, Happy VE day!!!!!!   

Gene Garren ( the old SF Weapons man)

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Tony Rogers" <tony
Date: May 9, 2010 6:12:59 AM EDT
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient: 
Subject: Kings Langley 1945
Reply-To: "Tony Rogers" <tony1
The village of Kings Langley is less than two miles from where I live. It has not changed a great deal in 65 years
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mcrn5nNdOY8
From: 
Date: 5/31/2010 11:35:14 AM

To: 

Subject: MEMORIAL DAY/505 REUNION

 

Family & Friends:

I hope everyone is enjoying this Holiday Weekend while taking the time to remember those men and women who were killed in the defense of our great Nation. Those vetrerans of foreign wars still amongst us remind us that to them, the true heroes never came home. For many of us, Memorial Day is also a time to reflect on those veterans who fought, came home, built a life and continued to provide us our freedoms and God given rights and are no longer with us. Surely, they have given as much, and in some ways, more.

Attached is our 2010 Reunion Registration Form. If you know you are going, send the forms in early and book your rooms. The earlier the BOD can guarge how many are coming this year, the more successful we can be in planning a wonderful reunion for our treasured WWII veterans and our families and friends.

All the best...which is to say...AIRBORNE!!

Bob Burns, Pres

FF505RCT Assn
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John Sparry

 to digger.phil, Family 


	
	show details Jun 5 
	


Hello everyone,

Please see Mr. Speeder's request below....

John Sparry
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <digger
Date: Fri, Jun 4, 2010 at 1:01 PM
Subject: Request of information
To: jsparry


Dear Sir,

Before explaining the reason for this email, I would like to introduce
briefly myself. My name is JP Speder, 46, and I live in Stavelot, Belgium.
Beside my regular job, I am deeply involved in a number of researches, all
related to local military History.
The 505th PIR saw action during the Bulge in my immediate area and one of
my researches put me across the path of T5 Hubert G. Pack, Co F, 505th.
Over the years, I vainly tried to locate Mr Pack in order to interview him
and obtain information on military actions. Recently, I learned that he
had died shortly after the war ended. The reasons are unknown to me.
Through the VA and the National Archives I was finally able to outline
Hubert Pack’s background during the war.

Hubert Pack joined the 505th as replacement for the jump on Salerno, was
awarded the Silver star in Normandy and the Bronze star in Holland. In my
notes, his name appears for the last time in a morning report of January
1945, where he is mentioned as returning to the company after a formation
at the pathfinder school of the 82nd AB.

I’d be grateful if you could help me find more information, maybe through
former F Co men. My secret hope is to find a war time photo of him. Any
help will be most appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

JP Speder


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
	John....This is all I have on Hubert Pack Hubert G Pack 16407 Unit-307E also ...

	Jun 7 


[image: image280.png]



	[image: image281.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image282.png]



Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to me, digger.phil 


	
	show details Jun 7 
	


	 

John....This is all I have on Hubert Pack
Hubert G Pack
 

16407 Unit-307E    also in F Company    Pack, Hubert G  ASN: 7085504    CIB-Italy  Died..5-14-46       Dickson TN
Not many F Company men left........... Sgt. Spencer Wurst F Co. Sgt. Lives in New York -- author of Book(Descending from the Clouds) 

Story of F company men in WWII


  

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY,
[image: image283]
Jim Blankenship 

Past President & Founder

Family & Friends 505RCT Assn.

 

- Show quoted text -
-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 6/6/2010 2:10:26 AM

To: digg;  Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: T5 Hubert G. Pack, Co F

 

Hello everyone,

Please see Mr. Speeder's request below....

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <di
Date: Fri, Jun 4, 2010 at 1:01 PM
Subject: Request of information
To: jspa


Dear Sir,

Before explaining the reason for this email, I would like to introduce
briefly myself. My name is JP Speder, 46, and I live in Stavelot, Belgium.
Beside my regular job, I am deeply involved in a number of researches, all
related to local military History.
The 505th PIR saw action during the Bulge in my immediate area and one of
my researches put me across the path of T5 Hubert G. Pack, Co F, 505th.
Over the years, I vainly tried to locate Mr Pack in order to interview him
and obtain information on military actions. Recently, I learned that he
had died shortly after the war ended. The reasons are unknown to me.
Through the VA and the National Archives I was finally able to outline
Hubert Pack’s background during the war.

Hubert Pack joined the 505th as replacement for the jump on Salerno, was
awarded the Silver star in Normandy and the Bronze star in Holland. In my
notes, his name appears for the last time in a morning report of January
1945, where he is mentioned as returning to the company after a formation
at the pathfinder school of the 82nd AB.

I’d be grateful if you could help me find more information, maybe through
former F Co men. My secret hope is to find a war time photo of him. Any
help will be most appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

JP Speder


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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John Sparry
	Thank you Jim! I think Daryl Whitfield was also from F Company. As I understa...

	Jun 7 
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John Sparry

 to Family, digger.phil 


	
	show details Jun 7 
	


Thank you Jim!

I think Daryl Whitfield was also from F Company. As I understand it, he is not on email. If memory serves, he lives in Florida.

Mr. Speeder,

I'm afraid we do not have lot of information for you, but will let you know if we hear anything or find a picture.

If you don't mind, I would like to add some of the information you provided to our website. http://www.505rct.org/album2/all.asp

Thank you,
John Sparry



-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

- Show quoted text -
On Mon, Jun 7, 2010 at 6:43 AM, Family & Friends 505 RCT < wrote:

	 

John....This is all I have on Hubert Pack
Hubert G Pack
 

16407 Unit-307E    also in F Company    Pack, Hubert G  ASN: 7085504    CIB-Italy  Died..5-14-46       Dickson TN
Not many F Company men left........... Sgt. Spencer Wurst F Co. Sgt. Lives in New York -- author of Book(Descending from the Clouds) 

Story of F company men in WWII


  

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY,
[image: image296]
Jim Blankenship 

Past President & Founder

Family & Friends 505RCT Assn.

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 6/6/2010 2:10:26 AM

To: dig;  Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: T5 Hubert G. Pack, Co F

 

Hello everyone,

Please see Mr. Speeder's request below....

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <digg
Date: Fri, Jun 4, 2010 at 1:01 PM
Subject: Request of information
To: jsparry


Dear Sir,

Before explaining the reason for this email, I would like to introduce
briefly myself. My name is JP Speder, 46, and I live in Stavelot, Belgium.
Beside my regular job, I am deeply involved in a number of researches, all
related to local military History.
The 505th PIR saw action during the Bulge in my immediate area and one of
my researches put me across the path of T5 Hubert G. Pack, Co F, 505th.
Over the years, I vainly tried to locate Mr Pack in order to interview him
and obtain information on military actions. Recently, I learned that he
had died shortly after the war ended. The reasons are unknown to me.
Through the VA and the National Archives I was finally able to outline
Hubert Pack’s background during the war.

Hubert Pack joined the 505th as replacement for the jump on Salerno, was
awarded the Silver star in Normandy and the Bronze star in Holland. In my
notes, his name appears for the last time in a morning report of January
1945, where he is mentioned as returning to the company after a formation
at the pathfinder school of the 82nd AB.

I’d be grateful if you could help me find more information, maybe through
former F Co men. My secret hope is to find a war time photo of him. Any
help will be most appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

JP Speder


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

 

			

	





	[image: image298.png]


Reply
	[image: image299.png]


Reply to all
	[image: image300.png]


Forward
	
	
	
	


[image: image301.png]


Reply
[image: image302.png]


|

[image: image303.png]



	[image: image304.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image305.png]



JPS

 to me 


	
	show details Jun 8 
	


Images are not displayed.
Display images below - Always display images from 
John,
Let me first thank you very much for your support and help. For having ‘lived’ among veterans the last two decades, I understand very well that, as time goes by, many of the greatest generation are already gone and with them large portions of History. But I remain confident. By experience I know that a name or a detail sometime triggers memories and long forgotten details reappear.
Mr Wurst’s book is apparently still available and it may contain what I am looking for. You can of course use the information I provided.
 
Best regards,
 
JP 
From: Jan Bos - Airborne - Troop Carrier historian
Date: 6/26/2010 10:30:40 AM

To: Undisclosed-Recipient:

Subject: Fw: We proudly present ......

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Anton van Ensbergen

To: Jan Bos - Airborne Troop Carrier historian

Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 10:42 AM

Subject: Re: We proudly present ......

Dear Jan,
 

Here is our story about how we became publishers:
 

Last year, Major T. Moffatt Burriss jumped again at the drop zone at Overasselt (Netherlands, Europe). This is the same place he had jumped at on September 17th 1944, when operation Market Garden was executed and he and his battalion secured several bridge at Grave and Nijmegen.
 
This year, Maj. Burriss returns to Nijmegen for the 66th commemoration of the heroic crossing of the river Waal, which he was involved in as a Captain assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 504 Parachute Infantry Division, 82nd Airborne Division. This river crossing was executed at daylight and therefore one of the most heroic attacks made by the American Airborne in World War II.
 
Maj. Burriss will also present the Dutch translation of his book “Strike and Hold” (“Sla Toe en Houd Stand” in Dutch) to Thom de Graaf, Mayor of Nijmegen, at a special presentation, held at town hall. The Mayor wrote the forword for the Dutch version of the book. Some 60 Iraqi veterans of the 307th Engineers, who’s predecessors were involved in the river crossing, will attend. 
 

The book is a firsthand account of harrowing combat. It is the gripping combat memoir of T. Moffatt Burriss, a highly decorated platoon leader and company commander who served in the legendary 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, during the invasion of Sicily, the Italy campaign, Operation Market Garden, and the Battle Of The Bulge. The Bravery, heroism, and tragedies of the men of the 504th Regiment are captured in these pages. “Strike and Hold” is a vivid portrait of the European War as seen through the eyes of American GI’s.
 
Quotes:
                “It is an important, fascinating, and inspiring story….”
                - Thom de Graaf, Mayor, city of Nijmegen.
 
                “A book like this has been long hoped for by Airborne history buffs….”
                - Mark Bando, author of The 101st Airborne at Normandy
 
                “An extraordinary book….”
                - The State (Columbia, S.C)
 
Working together with Maj. Burriss and the idea to translate his book, spontaneously came to us all. Both my wife, Rieneke and I (Anton) are parachutists and members of several commemorative parachutist team, jumping historical DZ’s every year. Among those commemorative jumps, we jump to commemorate Operation Market Garden.
 
During a telephone call we made to Maj. Burriss, he requested to jump at the 65 anniversary of Market Garden. In cooperation with jump teams in Holland we arranged for him to jump at the DZ O (Oboe) at Overasselt on Friday 18th September 2009, the same place he and his unit jumped 65 years ago.
 
We agreed he would meet us at our house on Friday morning at 0600, so we could go to the staging area together and catch the chartered bus to the military airport at Eindhoven.
Thursday Evening, quite unexpected, Maj. Burriss and company, turned onto our driveway for a visit. They were on a “dry run”, so not to have to search our house on Friday morning.
                Maj. Burriss was standing in the middle of our living room, looked at me and in his South Carolina dialect, he asked:
                “Anton, have you read my book?”
                “Sir, no sir!” I said.
                “Anton, do you have my book?”
                “Sir, no sir!” I replied again.
                “Well Anton, then now you’ve got my book.” the major said.
Surely enough, the next morning, Maj. Burriss and his company, were present at our house, long before the agreed time. Maj. Burriss stepped into the living room, sat down at the table and began signing his book for us. Later that day we both jumped at his war time DZ Overasselt, I lead a stick out of the door at 1200ft and he jumped at 7000ft enjoying the view.
 
The days that followed, we spend a lot of time with him and his family. Because the book tells in great detail about capturing the Bridge at Grave and the daylight river crossing of the river Waal, we felt that the book is of great importance and should be translated. My wife and I didn’t need much encouragement to take on this task, we feel we can preserve military history and honor our hero’s at the same time, while making people aware that our freedom did come at a great cost.
 

With great gratitude from overseas,
 

Anton & Rieneke van Ensbergen
www.devilshillpublishing.nl
www.uitgeverijdeduivelsberg.nl
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Jan Bos - Airborne Troop Carrier historian
To: Island Depot

Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 10:14 AM

Subject: Re: We proudly present ......

Anton en Rieneke

proficiat, laat even weten wat ik door kan sturen naar mijne-mail contacten in de gehele 82nd Airborne Division, heb circa 800 e-mail contacten

Jan Bos

---- Island Depot < schreef:
> 
> All,
> 
> We proudly present our new logo. Although we got several color themes, this is the color we are using for our publishing house.
> 
> Currently we are working hard on the translation of "Strike and Hold" by T. Moffatt Burriss, 3rd Bat. 504PIR 82nd AB, which will be released coming September under the Dutch title : "Sla Toe en Houd Stand !".
> 
> Also the Dutch translation of "Jump into the Valley of Shadow" by Leland Burns, which tells the story of the WWII experiences of his dad Dwayne T. Burns of the 508PIR 82nd AB, will be ready this year. It will be released in December under the title : "Sprong in het Dal van Diepe Duisternis". 
> 
> With kind regards,
> 
> Anton & Rieneke van Ensbergen
> www.devilshillpublishing.nl
> www.uitgeverijdeduivelsberg.nl
My dad was in the 505th, he will be 90 this year and we are having a
party - is there someone from the Pathfinders in San Antonio that would be
able to come and speak about the Pathfinders.
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John Sparry
	Hello, Sorry for the slow reply. I'll get this out to our association now. Yo...

	Jun 25 (6 days ago) 
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John SparryLoading...
	Jun 25 (6 days ago) 
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John Sparry

 to jesmir44 


	
	show details Jun 25 (6 days ago) 
	


Hello,

Sorry for the slow reply. I'll get this out to our association now. 
You may not be aware that the 505RCT.org website deals with veterans of the 505 of WWII, which your dad was a part. I assume you're looking for a WWII era pathfinder, right? 

Sincerely,
John Sparry


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
- Show quoted text -
On Wed, Jun 16, 2010 at 8:06 AM, < > wrote:

My dad was in the 505th, he will be 90 this year and we are having a
party - is there someone from the Pathfinders in San Antonio that would be
able to come and speak about the Pathfinders.
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John Sparry
	Hello everyone, Does anyone know if we have any pathfinders in the San Antoni...

	Jun 25 (6 days ago) 
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John SparryLoading...
	Jun 25 (6 days ago) 


[image: image329.png]



	[image: image330.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image331.png]



John Sparry

 to Family, jesmir44 


	
	show details Jun 25 (6 days ago) 
	


Hello everyone,

Does anyone know if we have any pathfinders in the San Antonio area? (see below..)

Thanks,
John Sparry
On Wed, Jun 16, 2010 at 8:06 AM, < wrote:

My dad was in the 505th, he will be 90 this year and we are having a
party - is there someone from the Pathfinders in San Antonio that would be
able to come and speak about the Pathfinders.


- Show quoted text -



-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
	[image: FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!]
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Family & Friends 505 RCTLoading...
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Jun 26 (6 days ago) 
	


- Show quoted text -
	 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 6/26/2010 2:02:40 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: je

Subject: Fwd: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

Hello everyone,

Does anyone know if we have any pathfinders in the San Antonio area? (see below..)

Thanks,
John Sparry

On Wed, Jun 16, 2010 at 8:06 AM, < > wrote:

My dad was in the 505th, he will be 90 this year and we are having a
party - is there someone from the Pathfinders in San Antonio that would be
able to come and speak about the Pathfinders.







-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
	-------Original Message------- From: D. MURPHY Date: 6/26/2010 12:26:07 PM To...

	Jun 26 (5 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCTLoading...
	Jun 26 (5 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to me, Sandra 
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Family & Friends 505 RCT < >

	to
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Sandra Nash < >

	date
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Sat, Jun 26, 2010 at 4:39 PM
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RE: Ralph Stout, Jr.

	mailed-by
	[image: image366.png]


charter.net

	

	
	hide details Jun 26 (5 days ago) 
	


	 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: D. MURPHY

Date: 6/26/2010 12:26:07 PM

To: family freinds of 505 Parachute regiment

Subject: RE: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

J,
CALL THE 505 AIRBORNE ASSOCIATION IN TEXAS OR WHEREVER THE MAGAZINE IS LOCATED  AND ALSO MAYBE AIRBORNE MUSEUMS IN TEXAS AND THEY MIGHT LEAD YOU TO SOME NAMES.. WAS HE 82ND?  CALL 82ND AIRBORNE MUSEUM IN FAYETTEVILLE  N.CAROLINA..COULD GIVE SOME LEADS...JUST RETURNED FROM LA FIERE AND ST.MERE EGLISE FOR THE D-DAY EVENTS IN NORMANDY... DID WE TALK THIS YEAR IN JAN OR LAST YR?
GOOD LUCK,
DION MURPHY
SON OF BOB M..82ND AIRBORNE 505 PATHFINDER  DDAY LA FIERE 
 



Date: Sat, 26 Jun 2010 08:12:39 -0400
From: 
To: f


Subject: Fwd: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 6/26/2010 2:02:40 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: jes

Subject: Fwd: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

Hello everyone,

Does anyone know if we have any pathfinders in the San Antonio area? (see below..)

Thanks,
John Sparry

On Wed, Jun 16, 2010 at 8:06 AM, < wrote:

My dad was in the 505th, he will be 90 this year and we are having a
party - is there someone from the Pathfinders in San Antonio that would be
able to come and speak about the Pathfinders.







-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
	-------Original Message------- Subject: Re: Ralph Stout, Jr. Put in a call to...

	Jun 26 (5 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCTLoading...
	Jun 26 (5 days ago) 
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to me, Sandra 


	
	show details Jun 26 (5 days ago) 
	


	 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: phre

Date: 6/26/2010 10:55:35 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

Put in a call to the chief of staff of 5th Army and tell him of your needs.  I imagine they can find a couple of Pathfinder qualified Officers or NCO's.

-----Original Message-----
From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership < 
Sent: Sat, Jun 26, 2010 5:13 am
Subject: Fwd: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 6/26/2010 2:02:40 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: j

Subject: Fwd: Ralph Stout, Jr.

 

Hello everyone,

Does anyone know if we have any pathfinders in the San Antonio area? (see below..)

Thanks,
John Sparry

On Wed, Jun 16, 2010 at 8:06 AM, < > wrote:

My dad was in the 505th, he will be 90 this year and we are having a
party - is there someone from the Pathfinders in San Antonio that would be
able to come and speak about the Pathfinders.


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Sandra Nash

 to me 


	
	show details Jun 28 (4 days ago) 
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Sandra Nash < >

	to
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John Sparry < >

	date
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Mon, Jun 28, 2010 at 6:37 AM

	subject
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Re: Ralph Stout, Jr.

	signed-by
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sbcglobal.net

	

	
	hide details Jun 28 (4 days ago) 
	


I am trying to find a Pathfinder, from San Antonio that can come speak at dad's 90th.  It does not have to be a Pathfinder from WWII.  I was thinking someone from this time.  I don't know how to word it.  Sorry

 

Another great report from our very own Sec./Treas. of Family & Friends, Ellen Peters.
[image: image398]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 6/28/2010 7:11:12 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: 2010 Normandie Report

 

Normandie, 2010
      
        This year’s trip was the best ever.  I know I say that every year, but this year’s trip was truly spectacular.  For the first time, I went over entirely on my own and rented a car.  I was kind of scared about being on my own and driving in France, but I thought that is the only way I will ever learn my way around the area.  It turns out I was absolutely correct!  My photos can be seen at www.eeptx.phanfare.com.  
 
Ellen
 

Below is my trip journal:
 
Tuesday/Wednesday, June 1-2:
        The first leg of my trip took me from Dallas to Chicago where I visited the Duty Free shop!  My dear Belgian friend, Pascal Hainaut, is fond of our Kentucky bourbon, so I thought I would get him a bottle of Maker’s Mark, but the shop in Chicago didn’t carry it.  I was shocked and disappointed.  Whoever heard of such a thing?  I ended up getting him two bottles of Jack Daniels, which I know he likes.  
        The flight out of Chicago got off to what I took as a good sign when I got on the plane and was sitting next to SSGT Bill Weinburgh from 1-507th.  He was going to Normandie with some other 507th soldiers and will be jumping at La Fiere on the fifth.  He has done 1 tour in Kosovo and 3 tours in Iraq with the 1- 325.  He and his wife have 4 children.  He said every time he comes home from a tour, they have another child!  He recently re-enlisted at the infantry museum and did his induction at the Pont du Hoc exhibit in the "last hundred yards" section.  He will soon be going to Ft. Campbell and joining the Screaming Eagles. He is hoping to go to Afghanistan.  Talking with him made me realize how different Airborne soldiers truly are.  
          We arrived in Paris about an hour and a half late.  It took well over an hour to get my luggage and rental car.  Then disaster struck.  I punched in La Fiere in my GPS device and got a message saying "unable to find satellite!  There I was with no GPS and no map.  All I knew was SME is off the N-13.  Some idiot (although, clearly not as big an idiot as I) told me to take the A-1 to the A-13.  Suffice it to say, I took the scenic route!!
        Upon arriving, I went to the Super-U, gassed up and bought Howard a 12 pack of Leffe beer.  I had a nice visit with him and Les, the Englishman staying with him.  Finally, I arrived at La Fiere.  Jan Silver, Charlotte Parker, and Jan's daughter, Karen were there as well as Father Steve Jeselnick and Jamie Boswell, son of the infamous Duke Boswell.  We all went to the John Steele for dinner.  We ran into Richard Lanni and his girlfriend, Jane, there.  We invited them to join us.  We had a nice dinner and returned to La Fiere where we had a nice visit with Rodolfe and Vivian.  Vivian gave me a tour of the B&B and everything was lovely.  All the guests stayed up in the family room. We had a nice visit along with a glass of Calvados.
 
        Thursday, June 3:
          Woke up very early, had breakfast and drove hell bent for leather to the Merville Gun Battery to meet Col Keith Nightingale and his group.  Every year Keith takes active duty troops on “Staff Rides” (what I call Battlefield Tours).  Prior to my trip, Keith very kindly sent me his schedule and said I was welcome to join them.  This was exactly the kind of thing I have been wanting to do ever since I started going over there.  The first item on his agenda was Neuville au Plain.  Unfortunately, that was the day I arrived and I missed it.  The other areas on his list were the Merville Gun Battery, Pegasus Bridge, Omaha Beach, Pont du Hoc, and the La Fiere Bridge.  When I learned that he had gone over the Merville Gun Battery with LTC Terrence Ottway, Pegasus Bridge with Maj. John Howard, and Pont du Hoc with Ranger Len Lomell, I knew I had to be there!  I already knew he had gone over the La Fiere battle area with Gen. Gavin as I had attended a tour of the area with him and Bob Murphy back in 2007. 
        Upon arrival at the Merville Battery, no one was there.  I got some great pictures of the area with no one around.  Around 20 minutes later, Keith and his group arrived.  Christine Murphy and Col. Dave McNeil were with the group and it was great to see them.  The soldiers in attendance included both British and American troops.  I joined them and listened to Keith and a British officer talk about the history that occurred there on D-Day.  It was very interesting.  I have always found it quite amazing that those guys were able to take their objective with so few men.  On one of the steles on the grounds is written “they did it because no one told them it couldn’t be done.”  I think those words apply to so many of the various actions that occurred on D-Day and the days immediately following. 
       Next we went to Pegasus Bridge.  After the talk there, I went to the Ranville British Cemetery, where I visited the grave of Samuel Glass of the Royal Ulster Rifles.  Several years ago, I had taken a random picture of his grave and later found out the circumstances of his death and even visited the field where he was killed.  Ever since, I have felt compelled to visit his grave every year.
         Next I drove to Omaha Beach and took some photos of the Les Braves statue and the monument there.  There were some French soldiers loading up on in rafts and heading out to the channel.  I was told they would be landing in Arromanches.  Then I went down to the National Guard Monument where I rejoined Keith’s group.  Later I followed the group to Point du Hoc where I ran into SSGT Bill Weinburgh. It was great to see him.  He was having the time of his life.    
         It occurred to me later that Keith’s group that day consisted of a bunch of young soldiers and one old lady.  I wonder what they thought of me.  I don’t care – it was a great day and I enjoyed every minute of it!  And it was free!!  I usually pay big bucks for historical tours on my travels.
        When I returned to La Fiere, I went down to Amfreville, where Vivian and Rodolfe's association were having a barbecue.  We had a delicious dinner and then Jamie, Father Steve and I went to the square in St. Mere Eglise and had a beer at the Stop Bar.  Richard Lanni and Jane joined us as well as Jean Marie Lemoigne.  When I went into the Stop Bar, there were Howard and Bill Sullivan signing autographs.  I love those guys.  It was a wonderful day.
 
Friday, June 4:
       We got up, and ate breakfast.  Keith arrived and I asked him about taking me to Neuville au Plain and also showing me the location where Lt. Waverly Wray killed those German Btn officers on June 7 for which he received the DSC.  Prior to my trip, I had written to him and asked if he knew the location.  I have been asking people for several years if they knew the spot and was always told it was unknown.  It came as no surprise that Keith knew right where it was.  LTC Ben Vandervoort had shown it to him!  .  Long before I was ever involved with 82nd Airborne folks, Lt. Wray was a hero to me. His actions are mentioned in just about every book one can read on Normandy.  I always found it heartbreaking to read he was killed in Holland.  What a thrill it was for me to later meet men who served under Lt. Wray.  
       We went to Neuville au Plain first and Keith showed me the location where Otis Sampson had set up his mortar when he and E Co.’s 1st Platoon assisted Lt. Turnbull and his D Co. platoon to withdraw from the area. Next he took me to the location where Lt. Wray killed the German battalion officers and thereby ending German plans for a counter attack on St. Mere Eglise.   It is just a field surrounded by hedgerows with a farm road on one side, but to me it was a special place.  I was trying to describe to Keith what it was like for me and could not come up with the proper adjective.  Keith said simply, “It’s neat.”  He was right – it was neat.   This was the highlight of the trip for me.
     When we returned to La Fiere, I joined Keith and his group for the La Fiere battlefield tour.  Jamie Boswell and Father Steve joined us as well.  Keith brought Bill Sullivan over and he talked to the group of young soldiers there about his war time experiences.  He was great.  We were all sitting on the ground in front of Iron Mike while Bill talked.  Then Keith talked about the action that occurred there during the period of June 6-9.  As we got up to walk down to the bridge and across it, one of the young soldiers I was sitting next to turned to me with eyes as big as saucers and said, “This is so cool.  This is history!”  I couldn’t help but wonder if he was aware of the history he and his buddies are making in Iraq and Afghanistan.
        After the La Fiere tour, I went over to Sharron Pike’s for a visit.  She had left a note on the door saying she was at Dick Cooper's so I went over there. It was wonderful to see her as well as Dick and Caroline.  I had a nice visit with them. While we were visiting someone came up and said that some German SS re-enactors had been arrested in St. Mere Eglise.  I found that rather shocking.  He said he spoke to one of them and the guy said, “Hey, we’re just re-enactors.”  He said, “If my parents were here, is that what you would say to them?  You don’t know what they went through during the war.” 
        Shortly after, I left to attend the ceremony at chef du Pont.  Just prior to the ceremony, I was running around taking pictures and saw Ray and Irene Fary seated on the front row next to the WWII nurse sisters, Dorothy Sinner and Ellan Orkin.  It is always a pleasure to see them – especially Ray and Irene.  They are very dear to me.   It was a lovely ceremony and Howard was honored there.   After the ceremony, as I was leaving the park, I ran into Anne Morvan and her family.  What a wonderful family she has.  I always enjoy seeing her, Bruno, Jr. and her parents.  
        Next, I went to Lucien Hasley's house to photograph his memorial wall.  Lucien came out with John Porcella, who was staying with him.   John is the son of 508th veteran, Tom Porcella. John told me his daughter, Allison would be jumping with the Liberty Jump Team In Honor of her grandfather at La Fiere the next day.  John also told me that Tom is very ill with cancer and has told his doctors no more treatments.  This was very sad news as Tom is very dear to me.  
       When I returned to the B&B at La Fiere, Emile Lacroix had just arrived with a group of Americans.  They were following the footsteps of 508th Veteran, Don Jakeway.  Unfortunately, Don’s wife had taken ill and he was unable to make the trip.  Since Don was unable to make the trip, the others brought along a life size head shot of Don and attached it to a wooden handle.  That way they were able to include Don in the photos.  That way, I was able to have my picture taken with Don and Emile.  It was pretty funny. Another veteran, Herman Verge (know as Verg) of the 36th I.D. had joined their group.  It was a special thrill for me to meet Verg, as the 36th was the Texas National Guard unit.  The 505’s Col. Ed Sayre was with the 36th prior to volunteering for the Airborne.  Verg was very interesting and I enjoyed talking to him.  He told me he was taken prisoner by the Germans on February 3, 1945 and was rescued by a regiment (not his) of the 36th on May 8, 1945.  In 95 days of being a prisoner, he lost 95 pounds!  He said the Germans were feeding them grass soup – even the broth was green.      
       Friday night, Jamie, Father Steve and I went over to the Jean-Marie and Katie Lemoigne’s house for drinks.  Martine Lelay was there and it was wonderful to see her.  Among others, she has adopted the grave of my good friend, Liz Farrell’s uncle, Martin Teahan.  His is another grave I visit every year.  The Lemoigne family, Jean-Marie, Katie, Flavie and Thomas, along with Jamie and Father Steve all went to dinner together at a lovely restaurant called, L’Estaminet in St. Marie du Mont.  We were treated by Duke Boswell.  We had a wonderful meal and afterwards we called Duke in Colorado to thank him.  
 
Saturday, June 5:
       The day of the jump!  People began arrive shortly before noon.  I ran into John Porcella and he told me that Allison would be the second jumper out of the second plane.  I kept my camera lens peeled to the door of her plane and managed to photograph her coming down.   I always love attending the jump at La Fiere.  It is the perfect place to run into friends you might not other wise see.   Tommy McArdle was there along with my Belgian cousin, Erwin Peters.  At least I always tell him he is my cousin.  I didn’t even know Peters was a Belgian name until I met him a few years ago.  I told Tommy about missing Keith’s tour at Neuville and he said he would take me.  We made plans to meet the morning of the 7th in Neuville.   Bill Sullivan and Howard Manoian were there and I ran into Bob Neal and Jerry Payne with Bobby Feuillye.  Of course, Maurice Renaud was there and I got one of my best photos of the trip of him with a bunch of paratroopers falling from the sky in the background.   I ran into Dion Murphy there as well.  Roger Couffin was there with his family and it was nice to see them away from the Stop Bar.   After the jump, I ran into Martine.  She was with Allison Porcella, so I got to meet her.  She is a lovely young woman and I am certain her grandfather is very proud of her.  She jumped with a war time photo of Tom with two of his buddies.  One of the coolest things of the day was at the end of the jumps all the planes flew over us dipping their wings to either side.  
      That evening I attended the banquet in St. Mere Eglise with the Lemoigne family, Jamie, Father Steve, and Martine.  We had a great time.  After the banquet, I went to the Stop Bar and I am pretty sure that everyone in the area was there.  It was really crowded, but a lot of fun.  I ran into my good friend, Tim Roop, and had a nice visit with him.  I also ran into SSGT Bill Weinburgh once again.  He had jumped with the French that afternoon and was proudly wearing his French wings.  At midnight there was a wonderful fireworks display.
       I returned to the B&B around 2:00 a.m.  As soon as I entered my room and turned on the light, something began flying in circles around my room.  At first I thought it was a bird.  Being deathly afraid of birds, I ran into the bathroom and closed the door.  A few minutes later, I peeked out the door and realized it was a bat!  Well, I decided I’m afraid of those, too and closed the door.  I couldn’t decide what to do and began to think I was going to have to sleep in the bathroom.  Then I remembered Charlotte was just down the hall.  She lives on a farm so I figured she would know what to do.  I put a towel over my head and ran out of the room and down the hall.  To my chagrin, Charlotte had her room locked.  I didn’t want to wake everyone up by banging on her door, so I decided I was just going to have to sleep in the bathroom.  As I was heading back to my room, the bat flew out and into the hallway and down the stairs.  I ran into my room and closed the door.  I also shut the window the bat had come in and crawled into bed.
 
Sunday, June 6:
        In the afternoon, I drove to the American cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer.  On the way, I stopped at the flower shop in St. Mere Eglise and bought several white and red roses to place on the graves I planned to visit.   We have a member of our 508 Family and Friends association who told me a couple of years ago that her uncle is buried there and no one in the family had ever been able to visit his grave.  I told her I would visit it and send her a picture.  I stopped at the Visitor’s center to ask for the flags to place on his grave.  Of course, I began crying when I was talking to the lady at the desk.  I always think one day I will be able to enter that cemetery with dry eyes, but so far I have not been able to make it.  The lady gave me a packet of information to send to the family.  Someone came out to assist me and he went with me to visit all the graves on my list.  At each grave, I placed one white rose and one red one.  We also placed the French and American flag at each grave.  He told me the American flag is always placed on the sea side to symbolize the Americans coming ashore to liberate France and the French flag is placed on the inland side to symbolize the French resistance.  After we had visited the first two or three graves, my guide commented that the Frenchman was placing the American flag and the American was placing the French flag.  I hadn’t even noticed that, but I thought it was nice.
       After, visiting the graves, I returned to the Visitor’s center.  This was my first time to really have the time to tour the building and see all the exhibits there.  Upon exiting the center one must pass through the Hall of Sacrifice where one can hear a woman’s voice speaking the names of those buried in the cemetery.  It was very moving and once again, brought me to tears.
       I returned to the cemetery to walk over to the overlook and take some photos of Omaha Beach.  As I was returning to the parking lot, I ran into Pierre Tourban with his mother and uncle.  Pierre is the young Belgian man who single handedly erected a monument to the 505 men killed at Abrefontaine.  I had met him the previous February in Belgium.  He told me he was supposed to meet Jamie Boswell the previous day, but missed him.  He wanted to give Jamie some photos of the monument.  I told him I was on my way to Port en Bessin to meet Jamie along with Father Steve, Jan, Charlotte, and Karen to take a boat ride along Omaha Beach.  They followed me over there and he was able to have a brief visit with Jamie.
       We all met in front of the boat and bought our tickets and boarded the boat.  The boat ride took us along Omaha Beach past the cemetery.  As we were going along a C-130 flew over us and over the cemetery.   They had commentary in French and English on the boat.  We went to just in view of Pont du Hoc.  
       When we returned I drove back to the B&B at La Fiere and changed clothes.   Jamie, Father Steve and I went into town to attend the premiere of Doug Stebbleton’s film, “Mother of Normandie” about Simone Renaud.   My French friends, Paulette and Michel Lecambaye were there and I sat with them.   I also saw Henri-Jean for the first time this trip.  It was wonderful to see him.  He is such a dear man.  His brother Paul was there, whom I had met at his house a couple of years ago during Bob Murphy’s last visit to Normandie.  It was nice to see him again.   The film was wonderful and Doug should be very proud of the wonderful job he did.  There was a funny moment when Doug was making some introductory comments.  He was saying his comments in English and there was a French woman translating into French.  At one point towards the end she began repeating his words in English.  For several sentences, Doug would speak him comments in English and she repeated them in English.   Finally, someone called out, “French!”  She then realized what she was doing and corrected herself.  It was funny.
 
 Monday, June 7:
       Monday morning I drove over to Neuville au Plain to meet Tommy McArdle and some Belgian and American friends he was with.  Tommy told us all about the action there.  It was very interesting.  He also showed me on a map a place called Haras where he said was the ditch Otis Sampson had fought.  They caught a bunch of Germans there in a ditch and just about wiped them out.  Otis has told me of the action many times.  Tommy knows I am a big fan of Otis Sampson and I thought it was very kind of him to point out the area.  
       When I left Tommy, I drove down to Utah Beach.  I wanted to see the new navy monument there.   On the way down there, I noticed all the roads are named for Americans from various Engineer Shore Regiments who had been killed on D-Day and the days after.  That really touched my heart.   I thought the Navy monument was pretty spectacular.  I photographed all the monuments there for the various units that arrived on that beach.  
       Later in the afternoon, I went over to Dick Cooper’s to visit with Dick and Sharron Pike.   Sharron had been staying over there for a few days.  I met some other English friends of theirs and we had a nice visit.  I wanted to visit Dave Pike’s Memorial on Hill 30, but I did not know how to get there.  They said they were planning to visit the memorial later, so I hung around until time to go.  I wanted to place some flowers on the memorial, but by the time we left, the flower shop was closed.   We met Jan, Charlotte, and Karen at the B&B and we all went up to Hill 30 together.  It is a lovely memorial with an engraved stone from Nottingham, Dave’s home town.  His ashes were spread at the top of Hill 30 directly behind the memorial stone.  It has a lovely view of La Fiere from there.  
       Afterwards, Jan, Charlotte, Karen and I went to dinner in St. Marie du Mont.  After dinner, we returned to the B&B.  Jamie, Father Steve, Vivian, and Rodolfe were there.  We all sat in the family room and drank calvados and had a nice visit.  Vivian brought out some ice cream and we all had a bowl.   We said goodbye to Jamie and Father Steve as they were getting up very early to drive to Paris for their flight back to the States.
 
Tuesday, June 8:
       I was supposed to meet Bobby Feuillye at his house in Fresville to go to St. Saveur le Vicomte and Baupte.  When I arrived at Bobby’s house, there was a note on the door saying he had gone to St. Mere Eglise.  I left him a note in his mailbox and returned to St. Mere Eglise.  I drove around a bit and looked for him, but never found him.  I went over to visit my friends Paulette and Michel Lecambaye.  They are such wonderful people.  Michel brought out some war time photos of St. Mere Eglise.  His father owned the barber shop in town.  The family lived above the shop.  They had just left when the store was destroyed during the battle there.  He had a photo of his father with some American soldiers in front of the destroyed shop after the battle.  In their home, they have an American flag next to an 82nd Airborne flag.  I told them about my first visit over in 2004 and how moved I was by the “Children of 1944” chorus who sang our American National Anthem in French.  Michel was part of that chorus.  They had a CD of it and played if for me.  We sang along – me in English and Michel in French.  Then they played the French National Anthem.  I know the words to the second half of their anthem and I sang along with Michel.  Michel was also one of the children that Mme. Renaud had organized to lay flowers on the graves in the temporary cemetery and he showed me pictures of that.  We had a wonderful visit.
       When I left their house, I drove to St. Saveur le Vicomte to see if I could find the street where the famous Frank Capra photo was taken showing the knocked out 57 mm gun.  Otis had been wounded on the corner just down the street from there.  I stopped at the tourist office in town, but they did not know what I was talking about.  I drove around and found a street that I thought might be it, but I was not certain.  After that, I decided to drive to Baupte.   On the way, I stopped to photograph a monument to the 9th Air Force’s 406th and 358th Fighter groups.   
       On the way back to the B&B I stopped off for a final visit with Howard.  As always, it was wonderful to see him.  At one point in the conversation, he said he was having enchiladas for dinner.  I was kind of shocked until he told me he had enchilada MRE’s!!  
       When I returned to the B&B, we ordered pizza for dinner and celebrated Charlotte’s birthday.  At sunset, I ran across the street and took some photos of Iron Mike with the sunset in the background.
 
 
Wednesday, June 9:
        We got up early, had a nice breakfast, took a bunch of photos of Vivian and Rodolfe and headed to Paris.   I returned my rental car and took the train over to the IBIS and checked in.  I called Jan, Charlotte, and Karen to see if they had arrived yet.  They had some trouble finding the hotel and had not returned their rental car yet.  I left them and headed into Paris.  Every year, I tell myself I am going to visit the Rodin museum and never manage to do it.  This year was no different.  As I was headed over there, I realized the Musée du Moyen Age was just around the corner from the stop where I needed to change trains.  I love that museum – especially the stained glass windows and the Unicorn tapestries.   I must have stayed too long.  By the time I got to the Rodin museum, they had let in the last group for the day.  There was a small café on the corner. So I stopped and had a beer.  I returned to the Ibis and had dinner with Jan, Charlotte, and Karen.  We said good night and good bye and went to bed. 
 
Thursday, June 10:
        My seventh trip to Normandie could not have had a nicer ending.  While waiting to board the plane, I noticed an elderly woman struggling somewhat with her carry-on bag. I offered to help her and we began to talk.  Her husband was a fighter pilot who was killed in Normandie.  He was buried in a French cemetery and his body was not found until 2002.  He is now interred in the American cemetery.  She attended a ceremony at the 9th Air Force monument I happened upon on my way to Baupte.   I thought that was rather serendipitous.   Sadly, she never remarried.  I helped her find her seat and stow her bag.  She thanked me and we said goodbye.  
Dear Airborne Friends,
 

I received a phone call from Tammy Wingate of Florida who found me on Facebook.

 Her e mail is    phone      She is seeking information about her father and hoping to connect with his some of his Airborne friends.  

 

His name:

Fred Dale Carlyle

82ND Association member 1964  82ND 504  

may have also served with the 11Th Airborne.

Mr. Carlyle was a photographer (Tammy has his photos and some news articles)

active duty date 03/24/1952

discharge date 03/24/1955

birth date 03/04/1931

Military Service Serial number 14452766

 

If anyone can help Tammy out with information or contacts that would be great.  She is also interested in attending Airborne reunions.  So please let her know what might be available for her.

 

Airborne All The Way!

 

Katie Dumke Troccoli, a paratrooper's daughter

Dear friends,
 

I sent you this mail in order to inform you that I have a new website.
The name is:  Battle of the Bulge memories and the link is:  http://www.battleofthebulgememories.be/
All stories who were on the CRIBA's website are moved to this new website.
If you have my name as CRIBA's webmaster, please cancel it.
For some of you, please can you change your website with the new link.
Sent to your friends the URL address of this new website.
 

I hope sincerely that you can help me again with some new stories in order to perpetuate the memory of all these soldiers who were involved in the WWII and more particularly in the Battle of the Bulge.
 

Best Regards
 

Henri Rogister, Webmaster
From: vivianroger
Date: 8/9/2010 6:18:51 P

 

Dear friends,

We have lost another dear veteran, Tom Porcella, 508th PIR.  He was the Honorary President of our Association U. S. Normandie.  I have been in contact with his family and also Dick O'Donnell, Chairman of the 508th Friends and Families......

" the family has requested that no flowers be sent.  Instead they recommend that donations be made to the Family and Friends of the 508th PIR Association.   
Checks can be made payable to "F&F 508th PIR Assn" and mailed to our treasurer at:
Ellen Peters


 

If you make this information widely available, I would be grateful. " (message from Dick O'Donnell)

Also, I suggest that if you would like to send a card or letter, 

Family Porcella

USA

Vivian Roger, Secretary, Association U. S. Normandie "mémoire et gratitude"

For many years, Tom was a well known presence in Normandy, returning year after year.  It was Tom and his wife, Molly, who donated flags from every state in the United States to the Airborne Museum in St. Mère Église.  Most states donated flags, but there were four or five who didn’t.  Tom purchased these flags himself so that every state would be represented in the museum.   In 2006, he was honored by the people of Picauville, by having a room named after him in their town hall.   
 
     My first trip to Normandy was in 2004.  I attended a ceremony at the 508th Park in Chef du Pont where I took a photo of a 508th veteran whom I did not know.  Later that year, I attended the 508th Reunion where I was determined to find the veteran whose photo I had taken.  It was Tom.  I remember he told me a great story about General Gavin.   In Normandy, Tom was showing General Gavin their machine gun emplacements when the Germans began shelling them.  Tom jumped into a small ditch and General Gavin jumped on top of him saying, “Move over son.” Tom replied, “There’s only room for one in here, Sir!”  
 
     I only met Tom in person twice, but he was always very kind to me and often would call me on the telephone.   He emailed me a copy of his book, “Jump Into Darkness”, which I thoroughly enjoyed reading and we later discussed.   I was especially touched by the ending of his story when he talks about the end of the Normandy campaign.  As they were marching to the beach to return to England,  Tom realized he was the only one remaining from his stick.  With tears streaming down his face, he stepped out of line, turned back to face Normandy, and saluted.  This was his way of saying goodbye to the buddies he would never see again.
 
     In 2008, in a telephone conversation with Tom, we were talking about his special room in Picauville.  In it there is a plaque with the names of all the 508th Normandy KIAs.  I told him how touching that was to me and seeing all those names really made me realize the terrible price of freedom.  Tom said that plaque was the most important thing to him in that room.  He wanted to make sure his buddies were not forgotten.   During our conversation he said he knew he would never be able to return to his beloved Normandy.  I will never forget his words to me.  He said, “Ellen, it is up to you now and your generation.  Please don’t let my comrades who never came home be forgotten.”   I assured him I would not.  He always said those men were the true heroes.  
 
     I like to think that today Tom is somewhere reunited with the buddies he lost during the war and those who have passed on before him having their own 508th reunion.  
 
    Tom, you were well loved and you will be missed.
 
    Cards and letters can be sent to Tom’s family at:  Porcella Family
                                                                                    1696 PGA Boulevard
                                                                                    Melbourne, Florida  32935
 
    I have attached Tom’s obituary along with the photo I took of Tom at the 508th Park and a photo of Tom with Chet Graham at the dedication of Tom’s room in Picauville.  
 

Ellen Peters
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Dear John,
    I am now retired and hope to become more computer literate!  I hope I am sending a letter written to me as someone named Bruno from Europe ask about Merrill Scherzer.  I believe he must be buried in Normandy and the wonderful people who have committed to visiting his gravesite wanted to know whatever they could find out about him.
    My Father had his death date beside his name 7-5-44.  He may be pictured in my Father's book, Doc McIlvoy and His Parachuting Medics as "unidentified."  Duane Pinkston may know more about Marty.  I am not sure of his email but his phone # is 616-.  As you know 'Pinky" is a medic and the President of our 505RTC Board.
    Dr. Franco remembered Marty and wrote a wonderful tribute to him.
    Please let me know if you do not receive the scan and I will mail it to you!

    I am hoping to scan pictures that I have and send them to you.  Now I have some time.
    Thanks for the time and energy you spend for the 505.
                                         Sincerely,
                                                 Annie McIlvoy Zaya
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From: rjbu
Date: 8/14/2010 2:29:36 PM

To: ff

Subject: Fwd: 2Lt Raymond P. RAUX

 

Family & Friends: Anyone have additional info on this officer?

Bob

-----Original Message-----
From: Jan Bos - Airborne - Troop Carrier historian <cir
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Sat, Aug 14, 2010 12:57 pm
Subject: Fw: 2Lt Raymond P. RAUX

 

 

dear friends,

 

Who remembers 2nd Lt Raymond Paul RAUX, ASN 01305111, who was a paratroop officer with the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment.

Who recalls his company and who recalls what happened to him.

 

Lt RAUX was killed in action on 10 July 1943, attacking a pillbox in Sicily.

 

Yesterday I received his Individual Burial File from the National Archives. The file - over 100 pages - contain copies of the correspondence between the RAUX family and the US government. Until yesterday I did not know that Lt RAUX was with the 82nd Airborne Division, he is not listed in the Roll of Honor 82nd Airborne Division that was made by the Historical Section of the National Liberation Museum 1944-1945 at Groesbeek [Holland].

The file contained several very interesting documents.

 

Lt RAUX was buried in the temporary American cemetery GELA [Sicily] in plot-grave I-96-1148. Burial was at 14:00 hrs on 22 November 1943. Through error his remains was first buried in the enemy plot at the Gela cemetery in grave EA-7-48 !!

 

When the government started the program "Returning the dead" after the European hostilities, all remains from all temporary cemeteries were exhumed and reburied in a bigger temporary cemetery. For the GELA [and other three cemeteries in Sicily] all remains were exhumed and transported to the temporary Mount Soprano cemetery at Nettuno, south of Rome (1947-1949 period), from here the remains were either repatriated or buried in Europe. 

 

Lt Raux was buried in the temporary cemetery Mount Soprano in plot-grave TGI-96-1148 on 15 April 1947 at 19:00 hrs. Among the documents in the burial file I found correspondence of Lt Raux's familt who decided to have him buried in a private cemetery in France

 

Lt Raux was buried more than once:

an isolated fieldgrave

GELA - enemy plot-grave EA-7-48 on 1 August 1943

GELA - plot-grave I-96-1148 on 22 November 1943

Mt Soprano - plot-grave TGI-96-1148

Neuilly (near Paris) France

 

the reason why Lt RAUX was buried in France was the fact that his mother was a Francaise Jehanne LaSauze-Raux, who returned to France after the war. She wanted her son be buried close to her home

 

Lt RAUX was married to Doris Shobridge from New York on 14 February 1943 in Gettysburg, PA.

 

Document "Case history of Unknown" states:

Reburial report received for Unknown American, code H-462-054-1, whose remains were disinterred from an isolated garev ar grid coordinates H-462-054. Tooth chart and fingerprints could not be accomplished due to deterioration of the body. Report stated that the deceased was a 2nd Lt in the 82nd Airborne Division and that there was found with the remains a helmet with 2Lt insignia, jacket with the letters AA and a shovel cover with M1530. On the reverse side of this Reburial Report the following notation appeared""This body was buried through error in grave EA-7-84 on 1 August 1943 as that of an enemy dead.

 

Result of investigation: A list of personnel from the 82nd Airborne Division KIA in the vicinity of grid coordiantes given above from which the deceased was disinterred, was submitted by the Theater, on which the name of 2nd Lt Raymond Pa. Raux, 0-13055111 appeared. Form 404 was sent to the Theater for completion but results were negative.

 

The Field was interrogated relative to the possible recovery and burial of 2nd Lt Raux, but no report of interment was on record of the deceased. However, the Field submitted the following data as the result of information volunteered by Major Robert M. Piper, 0-407914.

 

On 10 July 1943 at a crossroad approximately 3 miles south of Vittoria, a party which included Major Piper and Lt RAUX approached some pillboxes. Lt RAUX approached the nearest one and went on alone in an attempt to talk them into surrende. Lt RAUX went down the concrete steps leading into the pillbox, talking and demanding surrender. When e stepped into the passageway he was shot and fell.Major Piper and others in the party called to him, but since they received no answer nor did he move or an attempt to return, he is believed to have been killed instantly. The enemy dragged Lt RAUX inside and shut the door. Later on in the action the pillbox was reduced completely by C Block and all the enemy were killed and buried in the rubble.

 

 

greetings from overseas

 

Jan Bos

Nijmegen, Holland

From: rj
Date: 8/16/2010 4:04:09 PM

To: ff5

Subject: 505RCT Loses 80th AA Soldier

 

Family & Friends. I regret to inform everyone that I just learned from Tommy Taylor that Darrel Willoughby passed away this passed Spring. The native of Nebraska was 85. A member of the 80th AA, B battery, he saw his first action in Holland, landing by glider on Sept 18 in the second glider drop. In his book, On to Berlin, Gen Gavin was very concerned about this serial coming in as the landing zone had not been cleared of Germans and he sent paratroopers from the 505 and 508 to beat back the Germans who were well positioned to chop up the defenseless gliders and their cargo coming in. Slim Jim gave special credit to the men of B battery(the  book contains a typo error, credting D battery but did not not enter Holland until Sept 23), noting that their assembly was well executed, all of the .57 MM guns were brought in and all but one jeep made it, critical to communication. B battery, attached in part to the 508, played a key role in Wyler--a small town that was actually in Germany, where the enemy resistance was fierce. Almost cut off for a while, elements of the 508 had to fight their way out. When the Germans sent in truckloads of reinforcements to finish off the Red Devils, they didn't know that the 508 had a .57mm and B battery crew concealed waiting for them. A shot through a troop truck put it afire and German troops who survived scrambled to escape the burning wreck. Some 15-20 Germans were inactivated in the flash of a second. That provided a halt to the German thrust in that vicinity. B battery was again with the 508 in the Bulge and it knocked out a Mark IV tank in the Their du Mont area just before Xmas as the German forces were on the heels of the 7th Armored Division passing through the 82nd defenses. Darrel was among the 82nd men who were attached to the 7th Armored in late January when it took St. Vith back. Darryl escaped with his life when an artillery barrage killed his platoon leader,  Lieutenant Jones,  near his Jeep. Darryl was the Jeep driver. Thankfully, he has been with us these past 66 years, an ever present face at the 80th AA Reunions. He will be missed
 
Bob Burns, Pres. FF505RCT
	Family & Friends is deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Gene Garren's mother, Edna Garren.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Gene and all of his family.

[image: image403]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 8/24/2010 11:15:16 PM

To: Family 505 RCT & Friends

Subject: Fwd: SAD NEWS Passing Gene Garren's Mom, Edna Garren

 

I am sad to inform everyone that our F&F Trustee, Gene Garren, lost his beloved mother this morning.  Gene has been the primary care giver for his mother for the last several years.  When we were in Belgium together, he called her everyday.  Below is the email from Gene's brother with a link to Mrs. Garren's obituary.

Our deepest condolences go out to Gene and the Garren family.

Ellen  

Sent from my iPad


Begin forwarded message:

From: "John & Kathy" <j
Date: August 24, 2010 8:26:22 PM CDT
To: "Ellen Peters" <e
Subject: SAD NEWS Passing Gene Garren's Mom,  Edna Garren
Ellen, 
 

I am sorry to forward this sad news to you.  Please share this with other members of the AIRBORNE community who know Gene.
 

 

THANKS,
 

Kathy
 

 

The 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment Association is saddened to learn of the death of Gene Garren's mother, Edna Garren.  Gene, a very good friend of the 507th, lost his Mom, this morning, Tuesday, August 24.  
We learned of her passing in an email received this afternoon from Jil Lunay.  
 
Below is an email from Gene with a link to Mrs. Garren's Obituary Notice.  The Obituary Notice is posted on the 'BLOG' of Gene's brother, Ed. 
_____________________________________________________________________
From: Ed Garren <ed
Date: August 24, 2010 9:58:05 AM EDT
Subject: Passing of Edna Garren
Reply-To: Gene Garren <em, Ed Garren <Ge, Michael Garren <
 
Edna passed away this morning, around 8:40 AM EDT.  My brother Gene was with her and reported she passed very peacefully.
I have posted her obituary and some photos on my blog, the link is below:
http://edgarren.us/blog/remembering-our-motheredna-garren
 
On behalf of all the Garren family, thank you for your prayers, kind thoughts and expressions of concern during her last days.
The family will have a memorial Eucharist at the Episcopal Church in Burnsville North Carolina and committal of her remains in Dade City Florida sometime in September.  We will send and post specifics as soon as they are firm.
Regards,  Edward "Ed" Garren
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you can not open the link, an excerpt from the obituary notice and a few photos from the blog are below.  Please visit the Blog to view  photos of Gene's Mom. are at the 'Blog'.
 
Remembering Our mother~Edna Garren
 
Lois Edna Verner Brackett-Ramsay-Garren passed away on Tuesday August 24th, 2010, from (to use her words) “Old Age and Aggrevation”.  She was 97 years old.  She had been in declining health for about 18 months.  She passed away peacefully around 8:40 AM (EDT) in Burnsville North Carolina, her oldest son Gene was with her when she passed.
 
Mrs. Garren was born on the east bank of the Tugalo river in Oconee county South Carolina on November 5, 1912.   Her mother was Nancy Garner-Brackett of Stephen’s county Georgia, a local mid-wife.  Her father was Edward Ramsay, who owned a sawmill in Oconee county South Caolina (across the Tugalo river).
 
She was almost named Woodrow because she was born on the day Woodrow Wilson was elected president.
 
She grew up in a small farming community of Deercourt in Stephens county, on the west bank of the Tugalo River in north east Georgia.   Her mother sharecropped to raise six children in an abandoned train station.
At the age of ten, Edna realized that no one would ever take care of her, particularly a man.  Like her oldest sister Louise (“The Antique Sofa”), she became determined to escape the grinding poverty of her surroundings.
 
At 15,  she applied for and received a full scholarship and left home at the age of 15 to complete a high school education at Tallulah Falls High School where she made the first reed basket at the school craft shop, was a loom threader in the weave shop, was the first girl to take woodworking shop.
 
She was Salutatorian of her graduating class.   At the time of her passing, she was the oldest living graduate of the school.
 
She graduated in 1931 and lived briefly in Norfolk VA before moving to Tampa Florida in 1932.  Her quick wit and charm brought her to the attention of local civic and business community leaders in Tampa and she enjoyed a lively career as a legal secretary and office manager.
 
In 1939 she met Edward Voltaire Garren on an arranged blind date and the two courted for approximately 15 months and married at the home of “Sweet Pea” and Dora Mahoney in the Forest Hills section of Tampa on a Wednesday night in August of 1940.
 
In 1950  the Garren family moved to Dade City Florida where they lived for 35 years.  In Dade City Edna opened the Credit Bureau of Dade City which she owned for ten years and then sold to continue a career managing the State Attorney and Clerk of the Circuit Court’s offices until her retirement in 1977 on the day she turned 65.
 
During her time in Dade City, she was president of the Dade City Women’s Club, a Democratic Executive Committee Member and founder of the Eleanor Roosevelt Democratic Club for Women.  She was very active in the life of St. Mary’s Episcopal church as well, serving on the Altar Guild, Choir, Daughter’s of the King, and the Episcopal Church Women.
 
She was always adamant that her name not be published as “Mrs. Edward V. Garren,  stating that she was not Mrs. to anyone except herself.
 
In 1985 the Garrens moved to Asheville North Carolina and soon became active in the life of All Soul’s Episcopal Church in Biltmore Village.   She was named one of four outstanding former students of Tallulah Falls by the homecoming committee of the class of 1988.
 
In 1992 her husband Edward died at the age of 82 of congestive heart failure.  In 1994 she moved to West Hollywood California where she became active in St. Thomas Episcopal church, volunteering in the HIV patient lunch program and performed in a production of “The Matchmaker” (the non-musical of “Hello Dolly”).
 
In addition, Mrs. Garren participtated in many Christopher Street West (Gay & Lesbian pride) parades in support of the Democratic Party.   Mrs. Garren received two “Outstanding Citizen” awards from the City of West Hollywood, and November 5, 1992 was declared “Edna Garren Day” in recognition of her 90th birthday.
 
She is survived by three children; son Francis Edward Garren, retired Sergeant Major Special Forces U.S. Army of Burnsville North Carolina, daughter Martha Edna Garren (deceased), son Edward George Garren a Psychotherapist and Writer of Portland Oregon, and one grandson Michael Lee Garren of Los Angeles California.
 
A memorial Eucharist will be held for her remains in Burnsville North Carolina and a graveside committal will be held in Dade City Florida, both in September.
 
The specific times and locations will be posted on this blog as soon as those arrangements are finalized.
 
The family asks that in leiu of flowers, donations be made to her scholarship funds at Tallulah Falls High School, 201 Campus Dr.  /  P.O. Box 248  / Tallulah Falls, GA 30573       www.tallulahfalls.org     
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Correspondence and messages of condolence may be addressed to Gene Garren's family, at the following address -
Mr. Gene Garren  
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Garren Family.
Gene's email address is G
___________________________________________________________________________________________
__________



Christmas Eve at Irv’s Bugers with the Hong’s.  It would be Edna’s last Christmas in West Hollywood.


 




Edna at her 95th birthday party in Asheville North Carolina.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There are a few things that I am grateful for that I learned from Edna, by example and word.

 Edna never expected anyone else to make her happy, she created her own happiness with her intelligence, wit, charm and hard work. 

While she rose above her very humble beginnings, she remained true to her sense of self, and worked for justice for those less blessed than herself.

“Politics is a dirty business and most politicians are crooks.  But at least the Democrats are OUR crooks.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ed Garren’s Weblog is proudly powered by WordPress 
Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS). 
 

	


